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BRIEFS
On March 7, Calgary 

city council voted 
7-6 against a motion to 
allow secondary suites 
around major post-
secondary institutions. 
Council determined 
more investigation 
was needed on 
a community-to-
community basis and 
the issue will be further 
explored in mid-April. 

The Times New 
Education released 

its top 100 ranking 
universities based 
on reputation alone, 
earlier this month. Four 
Canadian universities 
made the list, including: 
the University of 
Toronto (17), McGill (21), 
University of British 
Columbia (31) and 
Waterloo University (91). 
The list was compiled by 
13, 338 academics in 131 
countries.  

Based on the Harry 
Potter book series, 

live wizard’s chess will 
take place in Wyckham 
House at 1 p.m. on April 
5. Anyone interested 
in participating should 
talk to someone from 
the Cultural Mosaic 
Centre or the Students’ 
Association of Mount 
Royal University. 
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New university president Dave Docherty made a surprise visit to Mount Royal from Ontario on March 18.

Doc makes a Wyckham House call 
New president talks student life, guitar chords, replacing Marshall

The first time David Docherty 
visited Mount Royal University, 
it was cold and snowing heavily 
on a Saturday evening. Because 
of the weather and the time of 
day, he didn’t expect much to 
be happening around campus, 
but decided to stroll around 
by himself to get a feel for the 
school’s atmosphere. 

As he wandered the halls, he 
was pleasantly surprised to find 
the campus alive with groups of 
students studying and chatting 
together. He observed younger 
non-university students lug-
ging their instruments inside 
to perform in the conservatory 
and made his way to Wyckham 
House where a band was set-
ting up to play.

As Docherty took in his first 
glimpses of the school, he said 
he thought to himself, “this is a 
great university that clearly has 
a strong connection to the com-
munity.”

“I was anticipating the cam-
pus to be much quieter than it 
was given the weather condi-
tions, yet it didn’t deter students 
from doing what they do best,” 
Docherty said. “It seemed to me 
that it was a very lively campus 
and that was a real turn-on.”

“It confirmed what I thought 
about Mount Royal, and I 
thought, ‘well, this seems to 
be the kind of place where you 
look forward to going into work 
every day.”

On March 10, Docherty was 
announced as Dave Marshall’s 
sucessor as Mount Royal’s 
ninth president. He’ll be mov-
ing to Calgary from Waterloo, 
Ontario to start his term on 
Aug. 1. Docherty said he was 
“thrilled and honoured” when 
he heard Mount Royal’s presi-
dential search committee had 
recommended him.

“I must say, it’s the only one 
I applied to,” Docherty said. 
“I jumped all over it because I 
think Mount Royal actually has 
so much going for it and I’ve 
always admired their emphasis 
on teaching and learning. 

“Even from a distance, I was 
well aware of Mount Royal’s 
reputation.”

Academic and 
administrative history

Docherty has an extensive 
history with Wilfrid Laurier 
University, where he began 
working in 1994 as an assistant 
professor in the political science 
department. By 2001, he was 
the chair of his department and 
he took the position of dean in 
the faculty of arts in 2005. 

In 2009, his career at Laurier 
resulted in the role of senior ad-
visor to the president and vice-
president, where he focused 
on multi-campus initiatives to 
serve Laurier’s four different 
campus locations. 

Docherty is also an alumnus of 
Laurier, completing his under-
graduate degree in political sci-
ence before going on to get his 
graduate degree at McMaster 
University and his PhD at the 
University of Toronto, both in 
political science.

Cathy Williams, chair of the 
presidential search committee, 
said the decision was difficult 
because there were a number of 
strong candidates, but Docherty 
was chosen because he has an 
all-around impressive profes-
sional background and many 
of the important qualities they 
were looking for.

“He is someone who truly be-
lieves that post-secondary has 
a big role to play, and he has 
a very good understanding of 
what a university really needs,” 
Williams said. “I think he’ll re-
ally make a strong president.”

The future of MRU
Marshall is often quoted as 

saying Mount Royal’s intent is 
to become Canada’s premier un-
dergraduate institution, which 
is something Docherty sounded 
enthusiastic about. He said he 
sees it as a very ambitious, yet 
highly achievable goal given the 
strengths that already exist at 
Mount Royal.

Marshall, who’s retiring 
from his presidency after eight 
years, said he’s confident that 
Docherty is the right man to 
make the school’s vision a real-
ity. 

“Everybody’s focused on that 
and we all know that’s our as-

piration,” Marshall said. “We’re 
all trying to figure out what the 
pieces are that we need to put 
together in order to achieve that 
aspiration.

“I think David will be a great 
leader to put the pieces of that 
puzzle together.”

Docherty stressed his first 
step as president will be to get to 
know the people of Mount Royal 
and listen to what they have to 
say.

“The main thing that I have 
to do for the first few months, 
which I’m looking forward to, is 
meeting everybody,” Docherty 
said. “It’s important to be open-
minded and to listen. 

“It’s important to understand 
what’s going on without micro-
managing people’s responsibili-
ties, and that’s something that I 
hope will define my style.”

From what he’s seen of MRU 
so far, he said one particular 
opportunity for improvement 
is the size of the library and he 
praised the library staff for pro-
viding the services they do in 
such a limited physical space.

“I’ve always thought that li-
braries are the intellectual heart 
of a university. Making sure that 
the library has enough space 
and resources to properly serve 
the number of students and the 
various programs is something 
that is critical, and I’m hoping to 
be involved in that process.”

Filling Marshall’s shoes
“I had joked that it might have 

been a little easier if I could 
have found one person on cam-
pus who had the least bit of a 
critical thing to say about Dave 
Marshall,” Docherty said. “He 
seems to be so well-liked; those 
are big shoes to fill.

“At the same time, I think 
when you’re taking over for 
someone who really engaged 
the students and engaged the 
faculty, it sets out a fairly nice 
template of the things you 
should do. My sense of Dave is 
that he’s kind of a role model 
for how a president should func-
tion.”

Robert Jones, president of the 
students’ association, served as 
a member of the presidential 
search committee on behalf of 

the student body. He said the SA 
has enjoyed a “Phenomenal re-
lationship” with Marshall. 

“Students have a say in every 
decision the university makes,” 
Jones said. “It’s been nothing 
short of fantastic.

“Dave has a mantra that he 
talks about — students, stu-
dents, students — but he also 
practices what he preaches. 
He’s been very open, honest, 
transparent, and has really been 
willing to consult with students 
and find out what they want and 
deliver it.”

Jones said it was important 
the new president be someone 
who would maintain the fo-
cus on students that has made 
Mount Royal great for 100 years.

“Whoever the individual was 
that was selected as president 
would be required to foster 
and further develop an already 
amazing relationship between 
students and administration at 
Mount Royal, so that was a key 
consideration for the SA and for 
myself,” he said.

Docherty was the VP of 
Laurier’s Student Union in 
1983-84, and he said that “hav-
ing a good relationship with the 
body that represents student in-
terests is critically important.” 

Life in Alberta
Career and institution chang-

es aside, Docherty said he’s 
looking forward to settling 
into his new home. He’s visited 
Alberta on numerous occasions 
and has always loved Calgary.

Docherty’s currently a mem-
ber of a rock band, along with 
other Laurier faculty members, 
called “No Fixed Address.” He 
said he would love to be a part 
of a band in Calgary, with one 
qualification: “They have to be 
willing to put up with a guitar 
player who rarely moves beyond 
the chords G, C and D.”

As for how long Docherty 
intends to stay in Alberta and 
at Mount Royal, he said, “It’s 
certainly my intention to make 
Calgary my home for at least the 
next dozen or so years, which 
will hopefully take me close to 
retirement.

“I’m planning to stay as long 
as you’ll have me.”

by Rachael Frey
The Reflector
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Parking analysis underway 

Mount Royal University ad-
ministration has started look-
ing into the campus’ parking 
situation starting with a survey, 
which was emailed to a group of 
students earlier this month. 

It is the first significant study 
since The Campus Transportation 
Strategy was released in 2005. 
Major physical changes have 
been made in the last six years, 
such as lot restructuring and 
the recent opening of the 
parkade. The west leg of the 
LRT is also expected to affect 
transportation to and from the 
campus.  

“We’ve seen a huge shift in 
transportation behaviours,” 
said Amy Thai, sustainable 
transportation co-ordinator at 
Mount Royal University. “We’re 
interested in seeing, which 
modes of transportation people 
are using and figuring out the 
barriers to using alternative 
transportation methods.”

Thai said the survey will help 
the parking and transportation 

office track progress, improve 
services and plan future projects. 
Single occupancy vehicles are 
currently the dominant mode of 
transportation on campus. 

“We want to see what kind 
of options students are aware 
of and reasons why they may 
not use some of those options,” 
Thai said. “We just want to 
show students there are a lot of 
different transportation options 
for getting to campus.

“We also want to learn about 
areas they’re not too satisfied 
with, so we also want to see how 
we can improve those areas and 
provide a better level of service.” 

Students have until March 
30 to complete the survey, and 
Thai said they’ve already seen a 
“Pretty high response rate,” so 
far. Thai said she hopes students 
will give feedback through the 
survey or by talking directly to 
the parking office.  

The parking survey is part of a 
bigger project, which combines 
information from Calgary 
Transit and the City of Calgary. 
The results will be tallied and 
released in the next few months. 

by Bryan Weismiller
The Reflector

SURVEY

CRIME TV 

Residents report more thefts in 2011   
TV, Xbox, other ‘shiny’ things stolen on campus

Residence security has become 
an issue after an unusually high 
number of break-ins were re-
ported this year. 

Campus Security is currently 
aware of six thefts, three in the 
West Residence, two in the east 
townhouses, and one is still be-
ing investigated. 

Roommates Latasha Calf 
Robe and Michelle Dennis said 
they were shocked to find their 
TV taken from their townhouse 
on March 8. Calf Robe estimat-
ed she was gone for about an 
hour between 10 and 11 p.m. 
when she came home to find a 
“big empty space” where her 
television had once been. 

Initially thinking it was a joke, 
Calf Robe checked around the 
townhouse to see if someone 
had hidden it. She also called 
her friends across the street and 
Facebook messaged Dennis to 
see if they knew what happened. 
She finally realized it wasn’t a 
joke, and  she had been robbed.  

“I felt insecure,” Calf Robe 
said, afraid the thieves would 
come back. “If they got in then 
anyone else could get in as well, 
right?”  

Dennis said she also assumed 
it was a prank. 

“I thought it was surreal, and 
it was a joke because there’s no 
way somebody could walk in to 
residence and steal a TV from 
students without anybody real-
izing,” Dennis said.

Having been raised on na-
tive reserves, both women said 
they come from a trusting com-
munity where it’s not always 
necessary to lock doors. They 
admitted they often leave their 
front and side doors unlocked 
because they felt a similar sense 
of community on campus.  

“It’s like seeing behind the 
scenes of Disneyland and real-
izing it’s not real,” Dennis said. 
“We have to be careful now and 
that’s scary.” 

Bill Spring, manager of securi-

ty services, said the numbers of 
thefts are “unusually high,” and 
he’d like residents to lock their 
doors more often and be more 
aware of suspicious activity hap-
pening in their community. 

“Residence is like any other 
household, people have a ten-
dency to relax in their house-
holds,” Spring said. “The man-
ager of residence services and I 
are trying to get residents to be 
more aware there is crime in the 
area.” 

Spring later said the incidents 
may be crimes of convenience 
because of all the “shiny things” 
students carry around. Most 
of the items stolen have been 
things like a TV or Xbox that can 
be sold to pawnshops.  

Additional cameras are ex-
pected to be added in common 
spaces such as the storage area in 
Building B in the West Residence 
and between the front and back 
door of the residence front desk. 

All East Residence bedrooms 
and back door locks will be con-
verted to the black radio fre-
quency keys, which are current-
ly used in the main entrance. 

In an email to The Reflector, 
Natasha Reynolds, residence as-
sistant manager, said: “I believe 
we have had a few isolated inci-
dents. I do not think we have a 
big issue here.” 

Reynolds emphasized the 
need for students to keep ev-
erything locked. She added all 
of the thefts have occurred in 
common areas and locking indi-
vidual bedrooms is a good idea. 

Both Dennis and Calf Robe 
said they take responsibil-
ity for not locking their doors. 
However, they were additionally 
frustrated by how the situation 
was handled. 

After determining the TV had 
been stolen, Calf Robe said her 
Residence Advisor (RA) was not 
home, and she had a tough time 
finding the on-duty RA. Campus 
security laughed at her concerns 
and so did an RA who told her to 
wait to see if it “walks in.” 

She and Dennis followed up 
several times, often never get-
ting a response back from resi-
dence services. Without warn-
ing, a new TV finally appeared 
on March 18. 

“I was reminded of the theft 
because the TV was missing for a 
week and a half,” Dennis said. “I 
remember that somebody stole 
something; someone I don’t 
know was in my house.” 

In late February, a letter and 
email were sent out to all resi-
dents outlining several sugges-
tions to increase security. Dennis 
said she felt the message was not 
sent from a place of concern for 
student safety, but a concern for 
liability of items. She was also 
frustrated to hear there had been 
other break-ins around campus.  

“I think it hurts a lot worse if 
you don’t see the truck coming 
and we did not see it coming,” 
Dennis said. “Bam. We take re-
sponsibility for not locking our 
doors, but at the same time, they 
need to take responsibility for 
not handling the situation prop-
erly.” 

Both Calf Robe and Dennis 
suggested face-to-face commu-
nication and an active response 
by residence services would 
have helped the situation. 

“It sounds like a small is-
sue, but when you take a step 
back then you realize it’s actu-
ally pretty big,” Calf Robe said. 
“Somebody was in our house, 
they could’ve been in anybody 
else’s house and it was not dealt 
with properly.” 

Spring also said residence ser-
vices and campus security are 
partially responsible for what 
happens on residence. 

“The residence manager and 
I have extra responsibility be-
cause a lot of these people are 
away from home,” Spring said. 
“They’re somebody’s children. 
“We try to take extra care and 
caution while still allowing them 
to have the residence experience 
we’ve all had at one time or an-
other.”

by Bryan Weismiller
The Reflector
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Mount Royal University students Sante Sottile, Michie 
Takahashi, Tomo Honda and Minoru Teramoto pose in front 
of a collection of origami cranes on March 17. Accord-
ing to a Japanese legend, anyone who folds 1,000 ori-
gami cranes will be granted recovery for illness or injury.                     
The MRU SKFS Japanese Club has raised over $4,600 to 
support relief efforts in Japan. 

A moment for Japan 

Photo by Bryan Weismiller

Roommates Latasha Calf Robe, left, and Michelle Dennis were shocked to find their TV sto-
len from the townhouse in East Residence. Several thefts have been reported this year.
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Business school receives major investment 
$1.1 million to fund entrepreneurship centre 

Mount Royal University’s Bissett 
School of Business padded its 
wallet on March 11 with a $1.1 
million donation from the Royal 
Bank of Canada.  

It’s the largest corporation 
donation given to the school 
since it became a university in 
2009. The gift will go towards 
creating the Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Centre for 
business students.

“We’re very fortunate as stu-
dents to have this great dona-
tion , and I just can’t wait for 
this place to open up,” said Ryan 
Wenter, a graduating entrepre-
neurship student. 

“I wish it was opening up to-
morrow. 

“It gives us an area where we 
can focus on our craft, which is 
innovation and creativity, and 
really focus on creating value in 
our communities, whether it’s 
economic or social value.” 

Greg Weadick, Alberta 
Minister of Advanced Education 
and Technology, Bruce MacKenzie, 
RBC regional president, Calgary 
MP Lee Richardson, and 
University president Dave 
Marshall all attended the event. 

“I thought it was wonder-
ful to hear Bruce, Lee and Greg 
talk from their heart about how 
young people are at the centre 

of everything we need to do 
right now,” Marshall said. “They 
are investing in young people 
because they believe in the kind 
of young people that Mount 
Royal is graduating. 

“I think it was very heart-
warming to hear people outside 
of Mount Royal say we’re doing it 
right by investing in the future.” 

The donation was transferred 
to the school’s bank account us-
ing a Blackberry application. 
MacKenzie said he thought it 
was a “cute, but very innovative 
way” of showing how money 
can be allocated. 

“We’re thrilled to support 
Mount Royal because it is a spe-
cial place that focuses on the 
students,” MacKenzie said. “It’s 
a teaching university as opposed 
to some universities that are 

more into research. 
“Research is important, but 

I really like that our donation 
works with a business school 
that will focus on the student.” 

The donation is part of 
the Changing the Face of 
Education fundraising cam-
paign, which is co-chaired by 
Marshall and MacKenzie, as 
well as Jennifer Piece and Hal 
Kvisle. It’s the campaign’s sec-
ond major donation by a finan-
cial institution. Last September, 
TD Bank donated a $500,000 
bursary program for finance 
students. 

Marshall declined to com-
ment on a timeline for future 
donations. However, he re-
vealed, “There’s more coming. 
Lots more coming.” 

by Bryan Weismiller
The Reflector

DONATION BANKED 

Photo by Bryan Weismiller  

Wendelin Fraser, dean of the Bissett School of Business, 
will not be back at MRU next fall. Since starting in 2000, 
Fraser has seen the EB building opened and several new 
degrees introduced. An avid tweeter, Fraser recently said 
she’s always had an open-door policy with students. “The 
first time I met my dean was when I crossed the stage and 
shook his hand. I thought that was the wrong thing to do 
and I think we do it right at Mount Royal,” said Fraser. 

Business dean out

Photo by Bryan Weismiller

TV screens in the Bissett School of Business displayed this 
image, showcasing the transfer of the donation to Mount 
Royal via a Blackberry application.  
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“Making Mount Royal 
a University. That’s 

what he was brought 
in to do.”

“His legacy is 
enhancing Mount 

Royal as a credible 
university.” 

“He was a personable 
president who was 
actually someone 

who was the face of 
the university.” 

“I honestly have 
no idea who Dave 

Marshall is.” 

University president Dave Marshall is 
retiring this year. What’s his legacy? 

Reduce the pain of scholarly articles
Academic papers, cocktail parties are ways to share new ideas

So it’s that time again... no, not 
spring, term paper season. It’s a 
time of year when Advil and Red 
Bull sales spike.

It’s also when I hear 
a lot of questions like 
these:
• Why do we have to 
use scholarly articles?
• Why are they so hard 
to read?
• How can I make 
sense of them?

First, scholarly ar-
ticles are how scholars 
exchange information. 
There are other ways — cocktail 
parties, tweets, blogs, the occa-
sional book, but articles are still 
how much of what’s new in aca-
demia gets passed around. 

To join the academic conver-
sation, you have to get familiar 
with the discussions in the ar-
ticles — it’s like having to know 

a certain amount about hockey 
before joining Don Cherry for a 
few “pops.” 

This brings me to why they’re 
so hard to read. Scholarly ar-
ticles are insider information, 
not meant for people new to the 

field. Just as hockey 
conversations between 
my husband and his 
brother are full of 
team stats, players’ 
nicknames and other 
impenetrable expert 
info they don’t have to 
explain to each oth-
er, academic articles 
are rife with jargon, 
graphs, and obscure 

references. 
These articles are written for 

other scholars in the discipline, 
“fans” of that particular topic. 
Anyone not in that group has 
to do some decoding to make 
any sense of the information. 
Just like the first few times you 
went skating, reading your first 

few academic articles might be 
marked by stops and starts, the 
occasional painful fall, and a feel-
ing of “I am never going to get 
this” frustration (maybe that was 
just my first attempts at skating). 
Trust me, practice helps.

How can you make sense of 
scholarly articles? Here are my 
top tips:
1. Print them. Research says 
you read more carefully, and get 
more out of articles on paper 
than on the screen.
2. Read the abstract and/or first 
paragraph, and the conclusion 
first, then go back and read the 
article start to finish — you’ll have 
a much better sense of what the 
authors are trying to prove.
3. Read as a dialogue. Engage 
the authors in a debate — it’s 
up to them to prove their point. 
Question them on what’s unclear. 
Argue with them. Congratulate 
them on good points.
4. Read with a pen in your hand 
— mark unfamiliar words, high-

light what’s important, put big 
question marks beside points 
you want proven, etc.
5. Read slowly and summarize 
as you go. Most of what we read 
are tweets, Facebook posts and 
other brief notes, and even then 
we’re mostly scanning. You’re 
probably scanning right now! 
Reading slowly helps you make 
sense of things — to really slow 
down, try reading aloud, but 
choose your location carefully. 
Summarize each paragraph as 
you go along. I usually do that 
in the left margin and it makes it 
easier to find quotations and key 
parts of the article again later.

There’s a little more to it than 
that, but the last thing you want 
to read right now is an academic 
paper on reading. Remember, 
Student Learning Services and 
the Library can help.

Margy MacMillan is a librarian at MRU 
who has way too much fun at work.

by Margy MacMillan
Guest Columnist 

Margy 
MacMillan

Librarian

Women 
ignored

Your formal sexual education need not end after 
learning about STIs in high school. A psychology 
class on human sexuality at Northwestern University 
near Chicago viewed an “absurd” and “clinical” video 
about female orgasm in early March during an after-
class guest lecture about sexual subcultures. Students 
thought the video was unrealistic and discussion be-
gan about how informative something more natural 
would be appreciated.

Chicago fetish tour guide Jim Marcus and his 
fiancée Faith Kroll were present and had planned 
to demonstrate sex toys including whips, paddles 
and a clown wig. What happened next will prob-
ably stay with the students in the lecture hall lon-
ger than most course content. Kroll told the class 
she fetishized “being in front of people, having 
the attention and being used,” according to the 
Chicago Sun-Times. Next, in front of around 100 
students, she stripped, laid down and for several 
minutes was penetrated by a power saw modified 
to be a sex toy, which was wielded by her fully-
dressed fiancé. 

Now, the debate surrounding the performance’s 
educational merit is fizzling out. Online news sto-
ries suggest the students in attendance consider 
the live sex show, though shocking at first, to be 
a non-event, purely academic in nature. Judging 
from what we know about college students, there 
was likely less pedagogical pondering and more 
wide-eyed texting going on in that lecture hall.

That debate has largely neglected to include 
any woman’s perspective. It appears no journal-
ists interviewed female students, nor were any 
non-male professors or administrators asked 
for comment on the story. In fact, it seems the 
only woman involved was Kroll. The professor, 
guest lecturer, and Marcus were all men. Even 
the students interviewed by Chicago media were 
men. One concerned mother was interviewed 
by television reporters, with the fairly ridiculous 
comment that we could expect to see a classroom 
orgy next. But as far as enlightened commentary 
from a female academic at a school with a major-
ity of female students? Nothing.

The media has failed to cover this explicit example 
of the objectification of women in our society. That the 
reduction of a woman to a sex object in a public setting 
seemingly failed to raise a single eyebrow from the 
scribes of society is laughable, but sadly expected.
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Katie Robart helped organize the Oceans for the Future Campaign, which ran from March 20-25.  

‘Garbage island’ floats into Wyckham House
ENVIRONMENT

Many students were shocked to 
see large netting and garbage 
strewn about Wyckham House 
on March 21. 

The “Garbage Island” display 
was part of the Oceans for the 
Future Campaign, a week long 
event put on by the Sustainability 
Centre. 

Katie Robart, a third-year stu-
dent, led the campaign, and was 
one of the fifteen volunteers who 
stayed up until 3 a.m. stringing 
netting and putting up posters in 
the student centre. 

“I realized most people have 
no idea what goes on around the 
world because we’re so isolated 
here in Calgary,” Robart said. “I 
started this campaign mostly out 
of anger.

“I was upset because I couldn’t 
understand why people weren’t 
doing anything about it.” 

Several events were planned 
throughout the week. Live 
demonstrations were held in 
Wyckham House, and several 
films were shown. 

Robart said all the volunteers 
care about the future of the plan-
et and that’s what drives their 
passion. Over 40 people volun-
teered to help out with the cam-
paign. She was quick to point 
that it’s not only “hippies” who 
volunteer at the Sustainability 
Centre. 

“In the whole scheme of things, 
I’m trying to change the face of 
sustainability,” Robart said. “I 
don’t want to be looked at as an 
environmentalist problem. 

“I think it’s an issue we all need 
to address, not just hippies.” 

Robart admitted students don’t 
always have the time or budget to 
make radical changes. She said, 
cutting back on packaging, re-
using containers and carpooling 
are easy changes, which “People 
hear all the time, but they’re still 
important.” 

“All of us are going to lead the 
world some day,” Robart said. 
“We have such a huge voice, and 
I think people get so caught up in 
their lives and just how easy it is. 

“You can go the easy way, 
but, I just want to make this life 
count, make it meaningful, and 
then I can be happy with my life 
when I’m done.”

Sustainability Centre’s 
Top 10 list of 

“What you can do.”  
1. Make sustainable seafood 
choices
2. Buy ocean-friendly products 
3. Minimize use of plastic  
products 
4. Clean up your neighbour-
hood 
5. Support conservation and  
actvist organizations 
6. Travel the oceans responsibly 
7. Reduce household pollution 
8. Don’t support sea mammals 
in captivity 
9. Get education and vote  
responsibly 
10. Become an activist. Spread 
the word.  

by Bryan Weismiller
News Editor 
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“Computers are 
useless. They 

can only give you 
answers.” 
—  Pablo Picasso 

“Oh, so they have 
Internet on 

computers now!”
— Homer Simpson

“My computer 
must be 

broken: whenever I ask 
a wrong question, it 
gives a wrong answer” 
— Ashleigh Brilliant 

“Press any key ... 
Where’s the any 

key?” 
— Homer Simpson
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Reducing your computer costs
Being in post-secondary is not 
a cheap endeavour. Tuition, 
books and living expenses can 
leave your bank account dry.  

Add to that a laptop or a desk-
top computer and you’re in the 
hole again. But, wait — did you 
forget about software to run on 
your new machine? Microsoft 
Office alone can run you over a 
hundred bucks. Luckily, there 
are many free options available 
for download on the web.

If downloading programs on-
line has you worried, computer 
science instructional assistant 
Steve Kalmar has a few tips to 
help you navigate the world of 
free software.
1. Get the program from the 
original creator. “If you don’t, 
you may be getting somebody’s 
hacked version, in which case 
they might have put in who 
knows what and it could com-
promise your system.”
2. Research the software. 
“Google the name of the soft-
ware. See what the reviews are, 
see what people think about 
it before you actually go and 
download it and certainly be-
fore you install it, so you don’t 
put something on your system 
that may or may not be com-
promised.”
3. Make sure your software 

offers support in case there 
is a problem. “Support with 
free software may not be as 
quick and as readily available 
as it would be with something 
provided by a major software 
manufacturer.”

The Reflector spoke to instruc-
tional assistants Kalmar and 
Jordan Pratt to find out some of 
the best options available. 

OpenOffice.org
www.openoffice.org

Similar to Microsoft Office, 
OpenOffice.org is a free, open-
source software package. It 
includes programs for word 
processing, spreadsheets and 
presentations. It can be in-
stalled on any computer and 
documents created are saved 
into a standard format that can 
be opened on most comput-
ers. OpenOffice.org also recog-
nizes other file formats, such as 
.doc, which is used by Microsoft 
Office, making it easy to edit 
and open other files. 

Google Docs
www.docs.google.com

Like OpenOffice.org, Google 
Docs allows you create word 
documents, spreadsheets, pre-
sentations, drawings and forms 
online. With Google Docs you 
don’t have to download any soft-
ware because it is done via the 
Internet and stored by Google. 
One advantage to Google Docs 

is that groups can easily col-
laborate on a document be-
cause it is stored in one place. 
Google Docs will keep track of 
the changes so you know what 
everyone has contributed. You 
can also upload files from desk-
top software such as Microsoft 
Office to work on. All that is re-
quired is that you sign up for a 
Google account. 

Prezi
www.prezi.com 

If you’re sick of PowerPoint 
presentations try Prezi — a 
free online presentation tool. 
Instead of using slides, Prezi of-
fers a continuous flow of infor-
mation allowing you to create a 
more dynamic spread. You can 
even embed YouTube videos 
right into your presentation. 
Although it might be a little 
tricky to navigate at first, the tu-
torials are great help for begin-
ners. The program is free once 
you register.

GIMP
www.gimp.org

GIMP is an image editing 
software, much like Adobe 
Photoshop, except it’s free. It 
can be downloaded on to Linux, 
Windows or Mac systems. GIMP 
actively seeks user input into 
how to make the program bet-
ter. The website also has a tuto-
rial section to learn image edit-
ing techniques. If there are any 

features that GIMP lacks, you 
can probably download an add-
on made by a dedicated coder in 
the program’s user base.

Paint.NET
www.paint.net

Also an image editing soft-
ware, Paint.NET is only avail-
able to those with Windows op-
erating systems. It works similar 
to Adobe Photoshop, with fea-
tures such as layers, magic wand 
and clone stamp. Paint.NET also 
has a tutorial and forum section 
where you can get help.  

Gliffy
www.gliffy.com

Free for only 30 days after sign-
ing up, Gliffy is an online diagram 
software where you can make fan-
cy flow charts, Venn diagrams and 
specialty diagrams such as floor 
plans. The software allows groups 
to collaborate on a design. After 
the 30 day free trial, there are af-
fordable options for continuing on, 
with plans starting at $5 a month. 

Softpedia
www.softpedia.com

If none of these options works 
for you, or you need a differ-
ent kind of software, check out 
Softpedia. An encyclopedia of 
free software, Softpedia has 
hundreds of thousands of down-
loadable programs. It offers 
programs for Linux, Windows 
and Mac systems, ranging from 
security applications to games. 

by Laura Lushington
The Reflector

fREE SOfTwARE
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Saturday March 19 marked an intense ACAC playoff game that faced the MRU men’s hockey team against the 
tough SAIT Trojans. After a 4-2 win over the away team, the men are tied one game apiece. 

thereflector.ca

FACEBOOK.COM/THEREFLECTOR.CA TWITTER @REFLECTTHIS

ARTS: SPRING FOOTWEAR 
Reflector photographer Claire Miglionico checked out 
spring footwear fashion from different independent 
stores around Calgary. If the shoe fits, step into our online 
gallery. 

REFLECTOR TV: FIREFIGHTER TRAINING
For this week’s Reflector TV, Publishing Editor, Zoey 
Duncan and Features Editor, Aaron Chatha, underwent 
the CPAT test at the Calgary Fire Department for our web 
video.  

SPORTS: HOCKEY SEASON 
On March 19, the MRU men’s Cougars hockey team walked 
away with a 4-2 win over the SAIT Trojans in the ACAC 
championship. On the other hand, the women’s Cougars 
took home silver after losing 4-0 against SAIT on March 
19. 

What is your primary email provider?

a) Hotmail Microsoft 38% 
b) Gmai 50%
c) Yahoo 0% 
d) Mymru.ca 13% 
e) Other 0% 
 
Next question: How early do you start working on an essay?

WEB POLL

@Jennaduszynski The ea building at #mru smells like my 
grandma. Smoke and food. 
@nenshi Just finished a stealth visit and lecture at #MRU. Great 
to be back in the classroom. 
@HollyPG I wish I felt worse about NEVER paying for parking at 
school and getting away with it every time! #mru.
@KyleMacQuarrie I’ve decided that #MRU needs a “Siesta Room” 
complete with cots, pillows, blankets & relaxing music. Take a page 
out of #Google‘s book.
@DarciBrianne I’d like to express my hate for the wireless 
network at #MRU. It sucks the big one. 
@wilhelmcruz Whaaaat!? The lib is already packed!? #MRU

TWITTERSPHERE

TOYS fOR ADULTS

by Vanessa Gillard
Sex Columnist

Photo by Vanessa Gillard  

This was the closest thing to a RealDoll The Reflector could 
find: the Chasey Lain blowup doll. Sexy right? 

Not your typical doll

When the Barbie doll was in-
troduced in 1959, some parents 
were wary of her realistically 
woman-like appearance, be-
lieving it might scandalize their 
children. The sale of the toy was 
initially geared to adults, but 
the doll was eventually realized 
as a sensational opportunity to 
market to children. 

Years later, when the feminist 
movement hit, a study done in 
Helsinki, Finland, determined 
that if Barbie were a real wom-
an, she would be so grossly un-
der weight she wouldn’t have 
the 17 to 22 per cent body fat re-
quired to menstruate; so much 
for playing house. I never much 
liked Barbies growing up, but 
every girl I knew would make 
them hump each other in a fit of 
ignorant, plastic passion. 

Well, it would seem one com-
pany, nearly 50 years later, re-
membered those resin rendez-

vous, took the adage “bigger is 
better” and applied it to one of 
the strangest sexual conquests 
ever undertaken by man or 
woman. 

The RealDoll is a life-size 
doll (for lack of a better term) 
that you can have various types 
of sex with, but this ain’t no 
blowup floozy. The RealDoll 
is made of medical grade sili-
cone, a fully articulating skel-
eton with steel joints. It is not 
recommended that the doll be 
“twisted into a pretzel,” say the 
love doctors at realdoll.com. 
When it comes time to do the 
deed, don’t use silicone lube or 
your doll will melt where you’ve 
applied it. Sounds like a pretty 
great Friday night to me. 

The doll is delivered in a crate; 
incidentally, this is how I imag-
ine you might receive a mail-
order bride, but apparently you 
should store them suspended 
by a bolt in their neck with their 
legs slightly parted. Sound like 
a horror movie much? It gets 
better. 

Naturally you can customize 
your doll, and for $6,000 you’d 
hope you could. Now, choose 
which size you want: 5’1” at 70 
pounds or 5’3” at 80 pounds. 
Then, go ahead and pick which 
of the nine faces you want. They 

are interchangeable, so when 
you’ve had your first tiff with 
your new BFF, just take her face 
off and replace it with Victoria’s 
or Michelle’s. Then pick the 
ethnicity. Ever wanted to know 
what a person of colour would 
look like with white skin? 
Here’s your chance to find out. 
And while you’re at it, give her 
blackish eyes, really thick eye-
liner, “slate” eye shadow, and, 
um, red lipstick and a French 
manicure with Gucci stickers 
on the tips. Snookie would be 
proud and IQ equivalent. 

No wait, it gets even better. 
These are generally just the 
standard modifications. For an 
additional cost you can have 
a doll that Shatner would be 
proud to beam up. Blue skin 
and elf ears are available; 
there are great accessories like 
“rhinestone cheetah” or a shirt 
called “the hanky.” If you break 
your doll’s teeth you can order 
a replacement that look like, 
well, dentures. There are also 
RealDoll men available and you 
have your pick of sizes: flaccid 
and upward. Huh. 

You really have to wonder 
where the feminists are with 
this one, but suddenly Barbie 
seems pretty frickin classy 
right? Tacky Corvette and all. 

A real life Barbie - with the right parts in all the right places
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Graduation is looming and the job hunt has begun, but you may be limiting yourself if you’re 
only searching online. Try approaching employers directly to see what’s available.

Internet falls short in student job search

The moment you’ve been wait-
ing for is almost here: the com-
pletion of your schooling and 
the opportunity to celebrate 
your graduation. But after the 
champagne stops flowing and 
the congratulations die out, the 
even larger challenge of enter-
ing the job market looms close 
ahead.

For students about to step 
into the great unknown, start-
ing the career they’ve been stu-
diously training for, the pros-
pect may seem nerve-wracking 
at best, or downright frighten-
ing at worst. Fortunately, there 
are many outlets — both in-per-
son and online — that are avail-
able to help students both past 
and current.

For Mount Royal students 
and alumni, the most obvious 
resource is our own Career 
Services. Located past the 
Offices of the Registrar on the 
way to the EB building, the 
centre offers everything from 
resume-building tipsheets to 
one-on-one counseling with 
career guidance professionals, 
such as Elaine Balych, co-
ordinator of career education 
and career development.

“We counsel students on 
everything from writing the 
perfect resume and cover letter, 
to interview preparation, to 
job search coaching,” Balych 
explained. “Our greatest 

strength is in working with 
individual students one-on-
one, to coach them through 
how to land a job, what they’re 
doing wrong and critiquing 
their resumes so they can make 
theirs stand out.”

Balych said for graduates 
who run into dead ends when 
on the job hunt, the most 
common problem with their 
approach is that they’re looking 
exclusively online, which is 
starting to lose prominence as a 
go-to place for job postings.

“Employers are increasingly 
looking for non-database ways 
to attract applicants,” Balych 
said, “because they’re trying to 
return to a more personal hiring 
process. If you physically seek 
out the company or the open 
position rather than simply 
clicking the mouse, employers 
are impressed by that and see 
that you’re passionate and en-
gaged.”

If you don’t have the time to 
sit down with someone at Ca-
reer Services, the centre is un-
derstanding: the Career Services 
website has plenty of quick re-
sources and downloadable tip-
sheets that are helpful tools to 
keep at your side as you type up 
your latest resume or cover letter.

Speaking of online resources, 
there are many other websites 
you can log on to if you need 
some last-minute interview 
tips or suggestions from real 
employers. Both Monster.com 
and Workopolis.com, besides 
being top-notch job banks, 

also offer extensive resource 
pages featuring articles with 
such headings as “Interview 
Dining Etiquette” (be sure to 
keep your elbows off the table), 
“The Worst Resume Mistake 
EVER!” (don’t rely on your 
computer’s spellchecker!) and 
even “Building your personal 
brand: What you can learn from 
the world’s biggest rock stars” 
(the wisdom of Ozzy Osbourne 
knows no bounds).

For those who still prefer the 
personal approach, students 
like Aryn Guthrie suggested 
looking no further than the 
professors who have been 
with you every step of the way 
towards your impending career.

“My profs are all profession-
als in the field that I want to en-
ter into, and I have fostered re-
lationships with them that will 
definitely lead me to where I 
want to go,” Guthrie said, who’s 
about to graduate from the 
broadcasting program at MRU.

“It is kind of nerve-wracking 
knowing that I’ll soon be out 
there looking for a job, but 
(broadcasting is) a tight-knit 
community like most other 
fields, so being able to have 
connections with my profs will 
definitely lead me to building 
relationships with employers, 
so I’m confident for the most 
part.”

As far as pieces of advice go 

— besides becoming friends 
with your instructors — 
Guthrie said it’s important for 
graduates to “put yourself out 
there and don’t be afraid to 
knock on every door.”

And for a final piece of ad-
vice, Balych is quick to remind 
that the job-seeking process is 
based entirely on highlighting 
yourself as a person.

“People hire people,” she 
said, “and employers look for 
specific tasks that change from 
job to job and company to com-
pany. Focus on understanding 
what those tasks are and con-
veying that understanding to 
the employer. Don’t be afraid to 
showcase yourself.”

by Sean-Paul Boynton
The Reflector

EMPLOYMENT

Lacking experience? 
Volunteer!

Grades (check), great attitude 
(check), reliability (check) — 
but something seems to be miss-
ing on that job application. It’s 
something simple, rewarding 
and interesting, and you can 
choose from a variety of oppor-
tunities or match it to your field 
of study. It’s volunteer work, and 
it can give you the experience 
you need for that dream job and 
also set you apart from your com-
petition.

“University students have a 
great desire to make the world 
around them a better place, 
and volunteering is a great way 
to do that,” said Karen Franco, 
communications director for 
Volunteer Calgary. “It is a won-
derful way to experience new 
work environments.

Franco said that some of the 
key things university students 
should look for in volunteering 
are ways to expand their experi-
ences, which can help them add 
to their resumes when it is time 
to apply for jobs.

“Students are really doing 
themselves a lot of favours by 
seeking out (volunteer) oppor-

tunities that not only allow them 
to engage in the community and 
give back, but also have the add-
ed benefit of giving them some 
additional hands-on skills.”

With over 600 volunteer 
positions currently available, 
Volunteer Calgary’s online data-
base — volunteercalgary.ab.ca 
— is a good place to start finding 
organizations that are in need of 
volunteers.

It is not the only place to look 
for volunteer work. Franco said 
that you might also want pick up 
the phone and reach out to an or-
ganization that you feel strongly 
about and ask to volunteer.

After committing your time 
and skills to your volunteer 
work, Franco said do not be 
afraid to ask for a letter of refer-
ence or whether you can include 
a volunteer manager’s name 
and phone number in your em-
ployment search.

“What better way to impress a 
potential employer than to show 
them that even while your seek-
ing employment or you’re going 
to school, you’re engaged in the 
community around you, you’re 
making a difference and you’re 
doing things other than just 
looking for work.”

by Asha Siad
The Reflector

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Earn a 
Degree 
While You 
Earn a 
Living
Now, you can work toward your Management degree and have a day job too! 

Through evening and weekend programs at our Calgary and Edmonton campuses, 
you can earn a recognized Bachelor of Management degree even as you hold a full-
time job... an opportunity that makes the U of L an attractive choice.

• Study full time or part time
• You can complete the full 4-year BMgt degree in Calgary or Edmonton
• Choose from the majors employers demand: Accounting, Finance, Human Resource 
   Management, Marketing, General Management, International Management
• Enrich your future prospects with our international, work/study abroad, 
   and co-op programs
• Learn from industry leaders and PhD-qualified specialists

New location near the heart of the city! 

CALGARY CAMPUS
403.571.3360

EARNandLEARN.ca
M A N A G E M E N T  D E G R E E S  W H I L E  Y O U  W O R K

University of Lethbridge 

Calgary Campus

Earn and Learn Calgary ad2 - Z.indd   1 2/11/2011   12:13:39 PM
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Conveniently located in the 
Brentwood Village Mall close to 
the Brentwood and University 

C-Train Stations

NO NEED TO  
PAY UP FRONT 
FOR COVERED 
SERVICES
We bill studentís  
insurance directly

 
We directly bill most  

insurance companies even if  
youíre not covered by MRUís  

student insurance plan

BRENTWOOD VILLAGE  
DENTAL CLINI C

DR. RONDA SALLOUM AND DR CHRIS ORR, DR W. ELSAGHIR,   
DR. RAI, AND DR. VRANJES   

GENERAL DENTISTRY PRACTICE

Ask about  our 

FREE 
whitening 
promotion

Mount Royal students 
enrolled in the MRU 

health and dental plan 
are covered at 

Brentwood Village 
Dental Clinic

Monday - Friday 8 am - 8 pm Saturday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

3630 Brentwood Road NW  403-210-5050

100%   Exams, Cleanings  
  and Fillings
70 %  Root Canals

We extract wisdom teeth  
in our office

SPRING & SUMMER
COURSE REGISTRATION

mtroyal.ca/recreation

403.440.6517

REGISTER NOW
100’s of courses to choose from

Detangling the tales in the Bible
Human stories stand at the core of holy books

The Bible has historically been 
a powerful, yet tricky book. 
Some argue it is the cause of 
countless wars. Others say 
reading it gives them a sense 
of peace and harmony. Does 
this book tell us about God’s 
love? Or is the God of this book 
a murderous tyrant? Is this 
book against abortion? Does it 
support the invasion of Iraq? 
Many have used it to argue 

for, and against, a wide range 
of issues. There are, however, 
a few basic understandings 
of the Bible that can help 
us cut through some of the 
stereotypes, misconceptions 
and negative feelings.

Firstly the Bible a collection 
of several books. And these 
books didn’t magically drop out 
of the sky. It took many years 
for all them to be compiled. The 
Old Testament authors span  
more than a 1,000-year period, 
and they include a variety of 
different cultural influences. 
The New Testament is a set of 
texts that were not officially 
compiled by the early church 
fathers until about 250 years 
after their authorship. The fully 
compiled Bible has influences 

from Israelites, Babylonians, 
Jews and Greeks, just to 
name a few, and represents 
an assortment of different 
historical locations. This helps 
to explain the large variety of 
theological perspectives and 
literary genres, and is why I 
would argue you can’t simply 
“read for the Bible for it says” as 
many suggest you can.

When Jesus said the mustard 
seed is the smallest of all seeds, 
his intention was not make a 
biological claim about seeds 
(Matthew 13). He was telling 
a parable in order to explain a 
metaphysical truth about the 
Kingdom of God from his Jewish 
perspective. If you read Ezekiel 
17 in concert with this parable, 
the text is further illuminated. 

Jesus is constantly intertwining 
Hebrew texts with his message 
because he himself was 
something of a Jewish Rabbi. 
The culture, the language and 
the history matters if you want 
to more deeply receive what is 
being said.

One example of genre can 
be seen in an Old Testament 
passage in the beginning of 
Numbers 21, which said that 
God completely destroyed the 
Canaanite people. However, 
in Matthew 15 Jesus speaks to 
a Canaanite woman at a well. 
How could she have been alive? 
One genre in Old Testament is 
what many scholars consider to 
be epic language. Perspectives 
are exaggerated and everyone 
in that culture knowingly 
expects it.

Secondly, the material that 
became biblical wasn’t written 
in order to be part of a Bible. 
This is why we get a book of 
erotic love poetry such as Song 

of Songs, and one that doesn’t 
mention God at all like in 
Esther.

In the New Testament letters 
we get to see the Apostle Paul at 
his best and his worst. The same 
guy who wrote the wedding 
vows for half the weddings I 
have been to (in Corinthians 
13), also suggested to the Jews 
in Galatia that if they were 
really that into everyone being 
circumcised, they might as well 
go all the way and cut their 
penises right off (Galatians 
5:11-12).

This is the beauty of the 
Bible. It is not just a list of 
rules and regulations, and it 
is not trying to answer today’s 
questions surrounding morality 
and political policy. We relate 
to it because it is telling us 
stories of humanity. It shows 
us at our most bent and most 
broken, which is all the more 
illuminating when we’re at our 
most beautiful.

RELIGIOUS TEXTS

by Jesse Hove
Faith Columnist

Illustration by Aaron Chatha

There are a number of misconceptions about the Bible.
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Students need more fluoride, MRU says

University to independently increase medication in campus water

Last month Calgary city council 
voted to remove fluoride from 
the city’s drinking water, a 
decision that sparked intense 
debate from both sides of the 
argument.

It’s a debate that has lasted 
for decades, and Mount Royal 
University is finally weighing in. 
Representatives from the school 
have announced that beginning 
April 1, the amount of fluoride 
content in campus water will 
be double the city’s previous 
amount, in an effort to contest 
the city’s decision.

“Living in this day and age, 
many people simply don’t have 
time to brush their teeth,” said 
Mount Royal University health 
specialist Blaine Bergs, who 
lead the initiative. “Fluoride 
in the water is the only thing 
that prevented my teeth from 
decaying. Now I can’t even have 
a stick of gum without crying 
out in pain.”

Opponents of water fluorida-
tion consider it to be a form of 
forced medication. They say 
people should have the right to 
choose whether to ingest it.

“Bah, what is this, the ‘60s?” 
Bergs stated. “There are bigger 
issues to argue. The types of 
people that are against putting 
fluoride in the water are 

probably just looking for an 
issue to complain about.

“They probably hate daffodils 
and rainbows too, because 
those are about as harmful 
as fluoride. Next, they’ll be 
telling me that it causes dental 
fluorosis in children.”

Although fears that too 
much fluoride could cause 
cancer have been debunked, 
most scientists agree that it 
does cause dental fluorosis in 
children, a cosmetic issue that 

can be fixed by a visit to the 
dentist.

The bigger concern among 
groups such as the Basic Oral 
Research Education District 
is that doubling the average 
fluoride content in the school 
can have unforeseen effects on 
students and staff.

“Fighting cavities is good 
an all, but what do you think 
happens when the fluoride 
has no more cavities to 
fight?” Duncan Rodrigues, 

spokesperson for BORED, said. 
“It turns its attention to other 
things. Possibly blood cells. 
Imagine getting some water 
from a tap or drinking water, 
assuming it’s perfectly safe, 
and then finding out it’s been 
attacking your blood. In fact, 
by the time you do find out, you 
may already be dead.”

Although Rodrigues’ claims 
are purely theoretical right 
now, Vanessa Rushworth-
Weismiller knows just how 

dangerous fluoride overdose 
can be.

In 2009, the Mount Royal 
University student swallowed 
an entire tube of toothpaste on 
a drunken dare, and spent the 
night in a hospital emergency 
room.

“I was holding my stomach 
for hours. I felt awful, even 
though the doctors said I 
would be fine, I was pretty sure 
that I was going to die. People 
need to know the dangers of 
fluoride, so that no one ever 
has to go through anything like 
that every again.”

Despite protests, MRU is 
going forward with the project, 
and Bergs said he looks 
forward to seeing the bright, 
happy smiles of students in the 
coming years.

The lead engineer on the 
project, Aaron Dixon, shared 
the same sentiments, saying 
that fluoridation isn’t a very 
important issue and should be 
integrated smoothly into the 
existing water system.

“The school gets its water 
from a underground reserve, 
so adding a bit of fluoride 
should be a snap,” Dixon 
said. “The real issue here is 
the intense radiation levels 
found in the water, which have 
been causing health issues to 
students for years.”

by Eburc Yawne
Senior Health Correspondent

Photo by Jorden Dixon

Fluoridation is intended to help students keep up exceptional dental health. Some students, 
such as this man, who asked not to be named, have already lost their teeth.

Bissett school to move downtown

Following a flood of dona-
tions this school year amount-
ing to more than $1.6 million, 
the Bissett School of Business 
has announced it will relocate its 
campus downtown. This positive 
news comes alongside the sad 
announcement of Bissett dean 
Wendelin Fraser’s retirement.

“Our goal was always just to 
make a lot of money,” the busi-
ness school said in a release. 
“Mount Royal as an institution 
has always taken pride in our 
practical education initiatives. 
We thought the move — which 
will be expensive at first, but will 
pay off in the long run — was a 
very good statement to make to 

our business students.”
The new campus will be lo-

cated on the fiftieth storey of the 
first tower of Encana’s Bow sky-
scraper in downtown Calgary. 

The move should be com-
pleted in time for the fall 2013 
semester. Those students in 
the faculty of business will no 
longer attend classes at the 
Lincoln Park campus. All gen-
eral education courses for busi-
ness students will be provided 
through eCampus Alberta as of 
September 2013.

Dawn Frump, a first-year sup-
ply-chain management student, 
said she is looking forward to 
the move. “I’m tired of learning 
with kids who wear sweatpants 
to class,” Frump said. “Plus, I’m 
going to be spending the rest 

of my life in an office anyway, I 
may as well start in university.”

Students across faculties 
agree the move will be good for 
Mount Royal.

“Finally,” said third-year com-
puter science student Francis 
Wilder. “Every time I walk into 
EB I get a creepy feeling like 
they don’t want me in there.

“Plus, the classrooms there 
actually have windows and I’m 
tired of learning in cave-like 
classrooms just because I love 
coding.”

“It’s a good move,” agreed 
broadcasting student Leon 
Latchkey. “Maybe then compa-
nies will realize there are other 
faculties on campus that could 
use some grant money.”

by Zaral Linzer
Can’t Do Taxes

Possible parking 
poltergeist

The delays experienced in the 
parking development on campus 
this past year were reportedly 
caused by entities more dubious 
than unexpected work stoppages 
and frigid weather, says one man 
who worked on the site.

Trey Gamble has come for-
ward to The Rejector to allege 

that Mount Royal’s newest park-
ing facility is haunted by spectres 
he believes were disturbed from 
their eternal resting places in a 
graveyard that was sitting beside 
the school for over a century. 

“Weird (events) was going 
down all summer, man. At first 
I just thought things were just 
getting lost, but when I found 
my prodding pole that I couldn’t 

by Ava Hardener
Budding Artist

GUM DISEASE

BIZNATCH SPIRITS

Ancient gravesite linked to 
disturbing, unsettling events

See more pg. 2
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find for a week twisted into a 
cross I knew something was 
funky in weirdo town,” said 
Gamble. 

As the summer went on these 
types of odd events continued 
to unfold before the worker’s 
very eyes. The men arrived one 
morning to find dead animals 
in strange arrangements all 
over the site. 

“One time we got there and 
these squirrels looked like they 
were kneeling with their little 
squirrel hands together, and 
then my buddy Dave was all 
like, ‘Whoa, they’re praying 
and (stuff).’ And he was right, 
you know, they were dead and 
put in these little churchy pos-
es with their beady little black 
eyes all staring at you,” said the 
construction worker. 

One of the employees work-
ing on the site didn’t come back 
from his break and Gamble said 
they suspected supernatural 
activity after they began find-
ing bones in the pit they were 
excavating. 

“Yeah, we couldn’t figure it 
out until his wife called and 

said he had gotten drunk on his 
lunch break and had been on a 
bender ever since. She didn’t 
want him to get fired, but those 
bones were freaky, man.”

The men began hearing eerie 
voices coming from the pit and 
were not sure what to make of 
them. As a precaution they felt 
having a spirit guide inspect the 
site seemed like a good idea. 

“My cousin Anya’s a psychic, 
so yeah, she came and at first 
she said she felt a presence. She 
kinda walked around with her 
hands out,” says Gamble wav-
ing his arms about, “and her 
eyes all over the place, then she 
fell in the pit and my boss took 
her to the emergency room. It 
was the ghosts; I know it.”

The Rejector has inquired at 
the parking office to see if there 
will be any discounts for those 
experiencing a poltergeist in 
the new lot. They could not be 
reached for comment. 

In a related story many stu-
dents reportedly also fell in park-
ing lots recently. It is not known 
for sure whether the tumbles 
were ghost- or ice-related. 

Men’s Studies coming 
to MRU next fall

This  fall, Mount Royal University 
will be offering a new four-year 
bachelor degree, tentatively ti-
tled “Objectification of Women 
Studies” or simply “Men’s 
Studies.”

Courses will be offered in 
such fields as “Creeping” and 
“Strip Club Etiquette,” and will 
be taught by a variety of male 
professors who have had their 
hearts scorned by the opposite 
sex and now live their lives as 
empty, bitter shells of their for-
mer selves.

“I’m much better off anyway,” 
surmises Frank McGinshlock, 
when reminiscing about his ex-
wife.

“Now I don’t even have to 
wear pants around the house. 
I mean, technically, it’s not 
so much a house as it is an 
abandoned storage unit, but it 
works.”

McGinschlock will be one of 
many jaded professors instruct-
ing in the new degree, and is 
excited to get started as soon as 
possible.

“I’ve already started re-

searching for my lesson plans,” 
he says, referring to the pile of 
unseemly pornography stacked 
high next to his unadorned and 
disgusting feet. “I think I may 
even learn a thing or two as 
well.”

There is already an enormous 
waiting list to register for the 
program, although one student 
says it will be worth the wait.

“Bros before hos,” explains 
prospective student Trevor 
Linken. “Bros before hos.”

Trevor has been living off of 
Ramen noodles and a steady 
diet of misogyny ever since his 
girlfriend left him for another 
woman, and now it’s “time for 
revenge.”

“She won’t even know what 
hit her, which is because I’m 
going to wear pantyhose over 
my face when I hit her,” he 
laughs, then quickly bursts into 
tears. “I’m so lonely.”

Strip Club Etiquette Classes 
— PENI 1221 in the course 
calendar — will take place ev-
ery Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday night at strip clubs of 
McGinschlock’s choosing and 
will go on for as long as women 
think they’re better than us.

by Chester A. Malthazar
Bromantic

Continued from pg. 1

NEw DEGREE

Artistic rendering courtesy of Trey Gamble’s illegitimate son

A dastardly spirit is being blamed for scabby knees on campus.

Photo submitted by 30th Century Internet User

A violent stretching of the space-time continuum, pictured, is totally fucking up cell phone 
service on campus, especially in EB around lunchtime, when people across dimensions are 
texting quite a lot.

Cell phone reception problem located 
Fourth-dimension rip blamed for dropped calls, sexts

Poor cell phone reception at 
Mount Royal University has 
now been linked to a severe 
stretch in the space-time con-
tinuum, according to micro-
waves sent across the fourth 
dimension of time.

According to MRU astrophysi-
cist Constance Noring — who 
was waiting for a phone call to 
schedule a dental consultation 
on his severe sleep apnea — the 
gash through space is sending 
students texts, phone calls, sext 
messages and nude photos into 
the future via microwaves.

“Students and staff think their 
information is late arriving on 
their phones, but in fact, if they 
could see how far into the fu-
ture they are going, those mes-
sages are relatively early,” said 
Noring. “It’s just another rea-
son why you want to be careful 

about what you send. You never 
know what century your infor-
mation is going to.”

Noring said that instead of 
students being upset about poor 
cell phone reception on campus, 
they should think of their mes-
sages as cross-dimensional time 
travelers. As all messages end 
up on your cell phones at some 
point, try sending a question 
into the future, he added. 

“They’re practically the Marty 
McFlys of cell phone messages,” 
he said, noting popular movie 
and highly regarded scientific 
basis on time travel, Back to the 
Future. “Where they’re going, 
they don’t need roads.”

For Noring, the space-time 
contiumm can be described as 
a piece of cheesecloth pinched 
in the middle and pulled down. 
Distances across time — the 
cloth’s broad plain — are de-
creased as the cloth is stretched 
vertically, he said. It is this rea-

son why messages have been 
able to travel through time. 

MRU student Frieda Livery 
sent a sext message to her 
boyfriend and was thoroughly 
worried when she received a 
strange, but sexy, message in 
return. 

“I guess it’s pretty neat that 
my message went to the 31st 
century, but it’s still pretty aw-
ful to get that scare,” she said. 
“On a good note, it tells me 
that people are still alive in the 
future, but that they are still 
creeps.”

During this time, Noring noted 
that it is very important to make 
sure you know what information 
you are sending people. 

“We don’t know how they 
live in the future, or if they 
are friendly,” he explained. 
“Information relating to the 
state or running of govern-
ments should never be sent via 
a cell phone or text message.”

by Gaarn Barkley
Space/Time Editor

TOwER TERROR

Permit perks for nerds

A joint decision by the 
Transportation and Parking office 
and MRU administration will see 
students on the President’s List 
awarded first priority for purchas-
ing parking passes.

Passes for Fall 2011 semester 
go on sale to the public July 4, 
and to President’s List students 
on June 29 and those students 
with GPAs over 3.5 are already 
excited about the promotion.

“I always wondered what the 
point of being on the President’s 
List was,” said Kevin Evans, a 
high-achieving history major. “I 
know there’s a physical list on 
the wall, but it hasn’t been up-
dated since 2003, so it’s sort of 

a waste of the envelope you get 
the letter in.

“It’s about time my academic 
achievement was worth some-
thing.”

President’s List students won’t 
actually be given a discount on 
passes, but the priority for pur-
chasing is akin to a discount as 
demand for permits outweighs 
supply by about 25 to 1.

Those students with lower 
GPAs can expect to get shafted 
by the system yet again, but 
parking passes are still available 
for the new East Gate Parkade 
for only $900 a year.

Charlotte Webb, who takes a 
combination of the C-Train and 
three buses to get to campus in 
an effort to be more green, said 
the move is appalling.

“All this is doing is encourag-
ing more people to drive cars, 
pollute, and guzzle gas like they 
do beer,” Webb said.

“They say China has a bad car-
bon footprint, but now we’re en-
couraging our most successful 
students to rape and pillage our 
natural resources? This is ridic-
ulous and I won’t stand for it.”

Webb is inviting students to 
join her in a hunger strike begin-
ning April 3.

“We don’t ingest any more 
dirty, dirty meat, vegetables, 
fairy products or wheat until 
we see results,” a wide-eyed and 
sweaty Webb proclaimed.

Her Facebook group, “Save 
the planet, ride a bus — hunger 
strike at MRU” had one member 
at press time. 

by Stanton James
Takes the Bus

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

Students on president’s list given priority for parking



APRIL 1, 2011 • THE REJECTOR 3

Parlez-vous français? 
MRU initiates mandatory French policy

Au revoir, English. Mount Royal 
a announcé des grands projets 
comme elle est devenu une uni-
versité bilingue.

Très confused? Transla-
tion dictionaries may become 
mandatory summer reading 
for many students after it was 
announced on March 31 that 
French will become Mount Roy-
al’s official language, beginning 
in fall semester of 2011. 

In a recent release, Mount 
Royal University president Dave 
Marshall said he wanted to leave 
one final legacy before leaving 
office. And, despite complaints 
from several faculty members, 
Marshall has the authority to 
pass the legislation before he 
leaves office this summer. Be-
cause he is the president.

“Mount Royal is in the middle 
of its own French Revolution,” 
Marshall said. “Forget technicali-
ties, let’s just eat cake and stuff.” 

In a followup interview, Mar-
shall told The Rejector he had 
“aucun commentaire” when 
asked if he thought the policy 
was fair to the current students 
and faculty. “This is a way of 
honouring our proud heritage,” 
he said.

However, Mount Royal’s con-
nection to anything French 
still remains in question. While 
school lore tells us it was named 
for Montreal, the name Mount 

Royal is Calgary through and 
through. The school was origi-
nally slated to be called “Cal-
gary College,” prior to opening 
in 1910. It was later determined 
the name had already been re-
served for a different school pro-
posal and had to change. 

A representative from the 
Government of Alberta called 
founder George Kerby in the 
middle of the night and told 
him to change the name. “Call 
it Mount Royal College,” Kerby 
said, and it was done. 

Kerby later admitted he was 
still half-asleep at the time of 
the call and barely remembered 
the conversation. 

The decision has been met by 
fierce opposition from several stu-
dents who will no longer be able 
to attend the university next fall. 
The Facebook group, “Petition to 
keep Mount Royal University in 
English,” has already attracted 
6,221 members in less than 24 
hours. It’s the largest (and, per-
haps, only) social movement the 
school has ever seen.  

The group was created by 
Nick Sarcoze, a fourth-year 
education student who said he 
was outraged when he heard 
the announcement. 

“I knew that I had to do some-
thing before it was too late” 
Sarcoze said. “The group is a 
union of popular movement.

“We need everybody’s sup-
port to get this thing changed.” 

There doesn’t appear to be 

anything quiet about this revo-
lution as Sarcoze said he’s plan-
ning to lead several violent 
demonstrations over the next 
week. According to the group’s 
event listings, a protest march 
is scheduled on April 3 to pro-
test Wyckham House’s use of 
the term “French Fries.” So far, 
just over 1,200 people have said 
on Facebook they’re attending 
the event, and several thousand 

“might be attending” the rally.
Executives from the Students’ 

Association of Mount Royal 
University are currently attend-
ing a conference and were un-
available for comment at the 
time of press. However, a rep-
resentative from Sodexo’s cor-
porate head office said it has 
been a frustrating problem for 
students at the school.  

In related news, Sodexo’s 

Herb ‘n Market will now be 
known as the “Freedom Mar-
ket,” and will serve nothing but 
potatoes.

by I. F. Stoned
Baguette Connoisseur

MERDE
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Mount Royal president Dave Marshall has publicly supported the school’s shift into French-
language education, although he told The Rejector he coudn’t find a beret in his size.

WEB EXTRAS

For French, visit

Translate.Google.ca

Another name 
change a-comin’

Say good bye to the MRU you 
knew, and hello to Lincoln Park 
University.

Bob Doggit, the vice-president 
of marketing for Mount Royal 
University announced last week 
that the institution is undergo-
ing a complete re-branding come 
2012 – including a new name.

“It was an easy decision for 
us to make,” Doggit said. “What 
does ‘Mount Royal’ have to do 
with MRU?”

After a year-long consultation 
process held with marketers and 
students, the decision was made 
to change MRU’s name to some-
thing “more relatable to our stu-
dent body” Doggit said.

“Mount Royal College was 
named after the newly-founded 
Mount Royal neighbourhood, as 
the founders hopped to tap in 
to the prestige and sophistica-
tion of that upper-class develop-
ment,” he added.

It was decided that not only 
did MRU no longer embody 
its initial upper-class expecta-
tion, but the new university was 
no longer located near Mount 
Royal. Since 1972, Mount Royal 
University has been located in 
Lincoln Park.

“When we were looking at 
new names for Mount Royal, 
this was the one that came up all 
the time. Lincoln Park. It’s hip, 
it’s edgy, it’s new,” Doggit said.

Peter Rasputinovitch, a Grade 
12 student from Boyer High 
School who participated in the 
study, agreed: “Mount Royal 
sounds so snobby and serious. I 
want to go to a party school, and 
Lincoln Park sounds far more par-
ty-worthy than Mount Royal.”

“You’d be surprised the number 
of students we get from Quebec 
applying here thinking we are lo-
cated in Montreal,” says registrar 
Irv Dolling. “This will ease a lot 
of headaches here, in admissions, 
and in residence.”

“It would have made my life 
easier,” said student Jean-Marc 
Levesque, from Sherbrooke, Que. “I 
was so excited when Mount Royal 
accepted me, much less so when I 
found out it was in Alberta. If Mount 
Royal University had been called 
Lincoln Park University, I would 
have never applied.”

The new name will be coming 
with an entirely new feel for the 
university. MRU’s old colours of 
blue and white will be turned 
in for LPU’s black and grey. The 
logo will be undergoing a trans-
formation that – according to 
Doggit – will “vibe” with today’s 
youth.

by Boss Visnatch
Generally Apathetic

RE-BRAND
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BRIEFS
Planet Earth has 

announced that this 
May 1, and every May 1 
thereafter, will hereby 
be known as “Opposite 
Day.” When hearing of 
the news, most people 
shrugged their shoulders 
and continued on with 
their day. There is no word 
yet whether they were just 
practicing, or they really 
don’t care. 

English 1101 has 
been challenged 

as unconstitutional by 
a group of accounting 
students at Mount Royal. 
The students, who don’t 
write good, feel that their 
right to an education by 
forcing them to follow 
the minimum standard 
of correctness policy. 
Their challenge has been 
ignored by administration.

Sources close to the 
president’s office tell 

The Rejector that outgoing 
MRU president Dave 
Marshall was offered a 
Lamborghini as a parting 
gift. Our source tells us 
Marshall accepted the 
car, but sold it and used 
the profits to pay for his 
campus parking permit.

The Sexual Awareness 
Club has decided 

to suspend all future 
Wyckham House sex talks 
after students termed them 
“too gross.” In a Facebook 
update, the club stated that 
they received numerous 
complaints from students 
who didn’t want to see 
gonorrhea while eating 
their meat sandwiches.

SO SAY wE ALL

Recently-tenured professor not what he claims to be

Usually when a professor gets 
tenured, it’s a cause for celebra-
tion. However, after earning that 
distinction no more than two 
weeks ago, students at Mount 
Royal University learned that 
David Attenbourry, a professor 
of linguistics at the school, was 
not who he claimed to be.

“He’s an android,” says third-
year student Hillary Larvail. 

Larvail made the discovery 
one fateful morning after watch-
ing Attenbourry accidently pour 
hot coffee on himself. Instead 
of recoiling in pain as he, or any 
human, should have done, Atten-
bourry simply ignored the blister-
ing wound on his hand and con-
tinued to give his lecture.

“I don’t know if he’s here to 
hurt or help us,” continues 
Larvail. “It could be Termi-
nator rules or Alien rules or 
Aliens or something else en-
tirely. I don’t know.”

Unfortunately, given his 
recently-tenured status, At-
tenbourry can not be fired for 
misrepresenting himself and 
will continue to work at Mount 
Royal until his hardware 
breaks down or he retires. 
When pressed about the chill-
ing discovery, Attenbourry has 
a much simpler solution.

“I have what’s known as Con-
genital Insensitivity to Pain or 
CIPA,” lies Attenbourry. “I had 
no idea I had spilled coffee on 
myself until people started run-
ning out of my class screaming 
that I was a robot. This whole 
thing is ridiculous.”

CIPA is one of the rarest dis-
eases in the world and those 
who suffer from its effects live a 
long and pain-free life, leading a 
high number of its victims to ca-
reers in daredevilism and stunt 
doubling. While it’s interesting 
to note that Attenbourry’s pro-
gramming told him to lie about 
himself, we don’t know why he 
did it or for what gains.

Regardless of the outcome 
and how Attenbourry will come 
into play involving the destruc-
tion of humanity, most students 
are continuing to take his LING 
1111 class undeterred. 

“I don’t really care if he’s a 
robot or whatever,” says first-

year linguistics student Johnny 
Utah. “I think it’s pretty cool.”

Will it be cool when we are 

all at the mercy of our new ro-
botic overlords? Probably not, 
Johnny. Probably not.

by Zachary Klavenchud
Unambiguously Human

Rejector Staff

David Attenbourry, a recently tenured professor of linguistics, 
probably has to paint his face on in the morning, we bet.
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This is Sandra Stonebarger. We’re pretty sure she’s an 
athlete. Probably.

Cougar Athletics cleans house

Despite a season which saw 
Mount Royal’s varisty ath-
letic squads capture a national 
championship, several provin-
cial titles and silver and bronze 
medals, the university an-
nounced Monday that its entire 
coaching staff has been fired.

In a 9 p.m. release to the me-
dia, Karla Karch, the univer-
sity’s director of athletics, said 
financial considerations and 
“personnel opportunities” were 
too much to overlook.

Karch could not immediately 
be reached for comment.

In one of the biggest moves, 
it was announced men’s hockey 
coach Jean Laforest is being 
replaced by former National 
Hockey League standout 
Theoren Fleury. 

In his 15-year NHL career, 
Fleury scored 455 goals and 
1,088 points.  The 41-year-old 
native of Oxbow, Sask., did 
not return phone calls Monday 
night.

Now leading the wom-

en’s hockey team is former 
American Olympian Cammi 
Granato. The younger sister of 
former NHL star Tony Granato, 
Cammi captured an Olympic 
gold medal with Team USA at 
the 1998 Winter Games.

Taking over the men’s basket-
ball program is former National 
Basketball Association player 
Rick Fox.  Born in Toronto, Fox 
played 13 seasons in the NBA 
and captured three world titles 
with the Los Angeles Lakers in 
2000, 2001 and 2002.

Announced as the new wom-
en’s basketball coach is former 
WNBA MVP Sheryl Swoopes.  
Swoopes, 39, is a former three-
time WNBA most valuable 
player, three-time WNBA de-
fensive player of the year and 
captured four WNBA titles with 
the Houston Comets from 1997-
2000.

Taking over the reins of the 
men’s volleyball program is 
three-time Olympic champion 
Karch Kiraly.  Kiraly also has the 
distinction of having won more 
professional beach volleyball 
tournaments (148).

Perhaps the biggest surprise 
of all was the hiring of Suzanne 
Stonebarger as women’s vol-
leyball coach, replacing Sandra 
Lamb who guided the Cougars 
to their first ever national 
championship.  Stonebarger, an 
American professional beach 
volleyball player, plays on the 
famed “Team Gorgeous” along 
with partner Michelle More.

In another surprise an-
nouncement, the Alberta 
Colleges Athletics Conference 
(ACAC) announced that due to 
financial concerns and lack of 
sponsorship, soccer, futsal and 

golf are being dropped as com-
petition sports effective imme-
diately.  The Cougars women’s 
soccer team captured a silver 
medal this past season, while 
their male counterparts won 
bronze.  Mount Royal’s golf 
teams captured gold medals on 
both the men’s and women’s 
sides, while the Cougar’s fut-
sal teams both captured silver 
medal.

It was not announced if 
Mount Royal or the ACAC 
would be hosting press confer-
ences to further discuss these 
moves.

by D. U. Believeit
Really Likes Volleyball

UH OH

Morphemes and phonemes and robots, oh my!
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Your Students' Association

A Pharmacy for U!
WYCKHAM
PHARMACY

Native
Awareness
Month 2011

Film festival 
Thurday March 24 
Jenkins Theatre 7:30 pm

Fashion show  
Wednesday March 30 
Wyckham mainstage 12:00 pm

Alumni/Student mixer
Wednesday March 30  
Council Chambers 6:30 pm

Showcase 
brought to you by Four Directions club 
Wednesday March 30
Liberty Lounge 8:00 pm

Calendar of Events
Honouring aboriginal culture on campus

Your Students’ Association: 
Bringing you the ultimate student experience

COME VISIT US!
Hours Of Operation

Monday - Thursday 8:30am-6pm
Fridays 8:30am-4:30pm

Closed Weekends
Contact Us

Phone: (403) 720-3784, Fax: (403) 720-3785
Email: Thomas@WyckhamPharmacy.com

www.wyckhampharmacy.com

Z004 Wyckham House (Student Centre Lower Level)

• Professional pharmacist
• Compatible with the  
  Student Benefits plan

• Prescription transferring 
   available
• Medication and vaccine  
  injections

• Prescription holding
• Medication assessment  
  and reviews

• Travel consultations  
  and vaccines



HOT 
SPOTS
Did you like  

Titanic? If you’ve 
answered yes to this 
question then you are 
a nerd. If you’d like to 
get really nerdy go see 
the Titanic exhibit at 
the Telus World of Sci-
ence. There are exact 
replicas of the rooms 
that were on the ship 
and dishes and knick 
knacks. Haunted knick 
knacks! The exhibit 
runs until June 27th.  

Want to see piles 
of stuff? Stuff all 

piled up? Well, then 
go the Art Gallery of 
Calgary and check 
out The Pile Project. 
Katherine L. Lannin 
photographed piles 
she made out of every-
thing in various rooms. 
It is an exploration of 
space and how we use 
it and not just piles of 
stuff. The exhibit runs 
until April 9th. 

The Garden Variety 
Show is like the cir-

cus but less creepy.  The 
get-together of local and 
internationally acclaimed 
variety entertainers. Mag-
ic, Ventriloquism, Music, 
Comedy, and anything 
else host James Jordan 
finds amusing, March 31 
at Lantern Community 
Church.

March 24, 2011

ARTS EDITOR:
Vanessa Gillard 

artseditor@TheReflector.ca

Photos by Claire Miglionico

Spring seems just that much closer as the 
weather gets more forgiving, the days last 
longer and spring footwear lines pop up on 
shelves with the promise of more sultry days 
to come. Gravity Pope has a good selection of 
shoes to choose from. Clockwise from top left: 
boat shoes are in for men this season; plat-
forms with leather uppers are back; oxfords 
and designer boots will cover men’s feet in 
style; Crocs crossed with Vans are bound to 
keep your feel cool; a stack heel give height 
and a bit more comfort; these leather men’s 
shoes can be dressed up or down. 

Step into spring
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The great hunt for a perfect spring shoe 
Look hot in nude kicks, cork wedges this season

There are few things in fashion 
as satisfying as owning a great 
pair of shoes, and what better 
than the spring season to get 
down and funky with our 
footwear?

It was with undeniable bad 
taste that I started hunting 
for spring trends at The Shoe 
Company —  a big Canadian 
chain specializing in footwear. 
Despite the good deals one 
can find there on occasion, 
the stores often fall short of 
fantastic. I should have known 
I wasn’t going to get much of 
an answer here, but I couldn’t 
resist the urge to ask anyway. 
The sales girl did not know 
what the latest trends were. She 
told me “they weren’t trained 
in that area” and that the store 
focused mostly on trends found 
in magazines. 

Next up, I made my way to a 
cosy little shoe store perched in 

the Devenish Building on 17th 
Avenue S.W. called Shoe Craze. 
The store seemed too fancy 
to cater to a student clientele, 
but I thought it wouldn’t hurt 
to get an opinion from a high-
end store. Shoe Craze manager 
Laura Halabi had no trouble 
answering my every shoe 
question.

“Nude is really in,” she said 
of spring trends in women’s 
footwear. Nude is the it colour 
this spring and nude shoes are 
any kind of shoes — whether 
stilettos, wedges, or flats. 
Shopstyle.com offers a great 
collection of “nude shoes” to 
look at if the “nude” concept is 
still perplexing. 

Next in line are loafer-style 
flats, you know, the ones your 
mom used to sport 15 years ago. 
Well yes, they are all the rage 
this spring. Halabi says they are 
a great alternative to heighten-
ing footwear because of the great 
comfort they offer. But for those 
looking for that “slim and height-

ening look,” Halabi says wedges 
of all sorts are also quite popular 
this spring, from peep-toe to cork 
wedges. Even stilettos seem to 
come in different styles this year. 
Halabi showed me two types of 
stilettos at significantly different 
heights. One shoe was a kitten 
heel stiletto while the other was a 
high-heel style. Apparel-wise, the 
good news was that it can swing 
both ways: either dress up your 
wedges or stilettos with a fancy 
dress or give yourself that more 
casual “but sexy” look with nice 
slim pants, Halabi said. 

Although great advice was 
given by Halabi, my shoe hunt 
wasn’t over just yet. I had 
yet to find a shoe store that 
offered trendy shoes for men. 
Gravity Pope on 17th did not 
disappoint.  The store is heaven 
for shoe-lovers of both sexes. 
It originates from Edmonton 
where Louise Dirks founded the 
first store in 1990 and Gravity 
Pope now has stores in Calgary, 
Edmonton and Vancouver. The 

displays inside Gravity Pope 
show off a variety of styles, the 
store is roomy and the staff 
are friendly. Salesman Johnny 
McKay gave me a good feel for 
the latest trends in men’s and 
women’s footwear that Dirks 
handpicks herself on various 
shoe shopping trips around the 
globe.

Similarly to Halabi, McKay 
pointed out the cork wedges. 
Not only are there is a huge 
variety of cork wedges, there 
are wedges of all heights, 
colours, as well as chunky heels 
of all sorts. Unisex-wise, the 
oxfords are extremely popular. 
McKay showed me woven-
leather pairs for women and a 
sleek black leather pair in the 
men’s section — the kind that 
goes well with skinny jeans and 
a fedora, or a nice suit. Boat 
shoes and desert shoes are very 
in for men. Boat shoes were 
originally designed for sailing 
but have now gone noticeably 
mainstream. They are typically 

made out of leather, have 
a string around the quarter 
of the shoe and have rubber 
soles. The desert shoes McKay 
showed me are made of suede 
and had a great avant-garde 
look to them. They are designed 
to keep your feet cool in hot 
temperatures, hence the name. 
McKay then makes it even more 
interesting when he directs me 
to a new brand of shoes called 
Native. The quarter of the shoes 
resemble holed-rubber found 
on the very unaesthetic Crocs. 
“They’re cut out like Vans or 
Converse for those (people) 
who wouldn’t be caught dead in 
Crocs,” said McKay, “They kind 
of have a springy, summery feel 
to them.”

Gravity Pope gives off that 
vibe that it’s serving a younger 
crowd and McKay confirms it by 
telling me the frequent clientele 
age range is 17 to 35 years old. 
The perfect place to go shoe 
shopping, in my opinion, so get 
at it!

by Claire Miglionico
The Reflector

INTERNET

Artist puts a bit of Calgary into webcomic
Supportive community good as gold… almost

Comics have been interpreted in 
almost every medium available 
to human capability. Most recent-
ly and notoriously, it was proven 
that Broadway isn’t the best place 
for superheroes. Imagine that: ty-
ing someone to pulleys and fling-
ing them through the air like a 
fictional wall-crawling hero end-
ed in disaster. 

Whether you read Calvin and 
Hobbes in the paper, can’t hold 
yourself back at your local com-
ic shop or are obsessed about 
the next instalment of your 
favourite graphic novel, com-
ics have captured the imagina-
tion of many young and not so 
young. The visual panel to pan-
el format portrays a story like 
no other. Styles, writing, plot 
and characters vary wildly and 
it should come as no surprise 
that the Internet has for some 
time been a haven for the digi-
tal take on the medium. 

Local webcomic creator Ben 
Rankel has always been fas-
cinated with comics and car-
tooning and says that in many 
cases, the childlike characters 
contrasted with adult themes 
inspired his own creations, es-
pecially in the strip format. 

One of Rankel’s webcomics 
was a series called 3 Panel Op-
era. The main character is Ernest 
Doubt, a meek boy who cries a 
lot. Ernest is suddenly faced with 
the unnerving fact that he has 
an imaginary friend, Svin The 
Pink, who is just as displeased 

with the situation as Ernest. The 
characters are drawn in a boxy 
yet bubble-like style with classic 
large cartoon features set against 
simple backgrounds that make 
the characters the main event. 
Rankel’s cynical sense of hu-
mour is increasingly apparent as 
more characters are introduced, 
including a “tragic” beheaded 
bunny. 

In his newest endeavour, 
Wretched Little Creatures, which 
began Feb. 14 this year, the 
cynicism is still evident but the 
character development and dra-
ma is more palpable. The pro-
tagonist, Kurt, is seen waiting 
for the C-Train. He dupes an old 
lady out of a spot in the sardine 
can as she calls him an asshole. 
Suddenly, what’s revealed to be 
a violent daydream finds Kurt 
jumping to his doom from one 
of the Banker’s Hall buildings. 
The way that Rankel uses the 
panels is theatrical, conveying 
movement, and this resonates 
well with his writing style. The 
cartooning is less surreal than 
his last project but still includes 
some very cartoon-like features 
contrasted with a more realistic 
vision of the characters’ world: 
Calgary. 

Rankel’s characters are in-
spired by many things but he 
tries to focus on what he knows 
best. 

“I’ve worked on five comics 
that have been published on-
line at some point and thus far 
three of those comics have in-
cluded some sort of a character-
ization of me,” said the artist. 

“I’ve always been told to write 
what you know and I feel like I 
know myself better than I know 
anyone else. Maybe that makes 
me a bit self-centred? After 
that I try to create characters 
that have attitudes that are in 
contrast to the main character, 
to keep things interesting and 
make sure there is conflict in 
abundance.”

According to Rankel  one of 
the advantages of reading and 
publishing webcomics is that 
there are so many on varied 
topics, as opposed to the little 
“variety in content from the big 
two print publishers. It’s kind of 
superheroes or bust.”

Rankel concedes that there 
isn’t much money in what he’s 
doing yet — so far he’s made a 
few hundred dollars — but he 
thinks commercial success is 
possible with hard work and a 
little luck, like any other busi-
ness. So far creating a commu-
nity around his work and devel-
oping relationships with people 
interested in it has been very 
rewarding. 

“My favourite part of putting 
up a new comic page or strip is 
reading the comments people 
leave behind and interacting 
and responding to those people. 
In lieu of any monetary gain, I’d 
say getting comments from cool 
readers is pretty damn good 
payment,” said Rankel. 

Wretched Little Creatures is 
updated every Tuesday and 
Thursday. You can find the web-
comic at www.wretchedlittlec-
reatures.com

by Vanessa Gillard
Arts Editor 

Image courtesy of Ben Rankel

One of webcomic creator Ben Rankel’s character falls to his 
doom, or does he? 

fASHION
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Hello Bella’s full-length and 
most recent album Echoes of 
the Atmosphere is propelled 
by electrifying guitar melo-
dies and skilful drumming, 
both of which work together 
to give a glamourous power-
pop feel to Ontario native 
Stephanie Poort’s elegant 
and dynamic solo vocals. 
The versatility and power 
of Poort’s voice evokes for a 
listener the various female 

songstress manifestos sung 
by her contemporaries, those 
of artists like Kelly Clarkson, 
Carrie Underwood and Leona 
Lewis. This is especially no-
ticeable in the band’s single 
“Stand” which combines un-
deniably catchy guitar licks 
and dance-inspired electronic 
sounds used to frame Poort 
and cohort Nic Malara’s lyr-
ics. Though the band’s in-
strumental creativity gives 
immense presence to Poort’s 
pitch perfect voice, lyrically 
the album lends itself too 
often to overly consistent 
rhyming and generic top-
ics. Though Echoes doesn’t 
possess any sophisticated 
wordplay it makes up for its 
lack of poetry with infectious 
and sweet pop harmonies 
and strong guitar accompani-
ments layered within each of 
its tracks. 

— Therese Schultz

Hello Bella 
Echoes of the Atmosphere 
Train Records

The Rural Alberta Advantage 
has returned to the grand 
lonely prairies in their second 
album, Departing. The follow-
up to 2008’s Hometowns 
delivers more of the same 
heartbroken, gritty backwa-
ter songs. Nils Edenloff has 
toned down his shrieking 
vocals, while still remaining 
delightfully out-of-tune. He’s 
nasal as ever, but in a hope-
less, charming kind of way.

There is no grab-you-by-
the-throat starting song 
like Hometowns had with 
its Ballad of the RAA, but you 
may well find yourself hum-
ming the new starter “Two 
Lovers” days later. 

The album doesn’t really 
pick up until track six, with 
satisfying railway-clatter 
drums and ethereal keyboard 
making “Stamp” the obvious 
choice for a clever music vid-
eo. Indeed, the Rolling Stone 
or vimeo link reveals a must-
watch video of self-referential 
subtitled humour that em-
braces a favourite concept of 
the RAA: unrequited love.

Special attention should be 
given to the album art on De-
parting. The austere waste-
land of a frozen highway per-
fectly sums up what the RAA 
is all about. They are stories 
of your childhood in the prai-
ries, cold and miserable, but 
still glorious.

 — Edward Osborne

Mother Mother’s third studio 
album, Eureka, may not be 
everyone’s cup of tea. The 
style is a continuation of what 
they started in Touch Up, and 
expanded upon with O My 
Heart. However, if you’re able 

to detach yourself from what 
you understand Mother Mother 
music to be, the album heard 
as a standalone is excellent and 
extremely catchy.
Many tracks have the same ad-
dictive lyrics that the first two 
albums generated, but they’re 
infused with new beats and 
intricate harmonies. Eureka 
combines several stylistic ele-
ments and instruments such as 
steel guitars, electronic beats, 
and strings. That’s the fun of 
the quartet from Vancouver: 
they’re not afraid to experiment 
with their sound, which could 
confuse or dishearten some die-
hard fans of the first album. But 
Eureka is a triumphant release 
from a band that never fails to 
entertain. 

— Kylie Robertson

The Rural Alberta 
Advantage
Departing
Saddle Bag Records

Mother Mother
Eureka
Last Gang

Dropping beats and picking up steam

“Sometimes, honestly, the music 
sounds terrible,” says Matthew 
Perry, a 24-year-old SAIT stu-
dent, as he laughs looking back 
to the music sessions he has held 
thus far.

Imagine being in a house in 
the presence of DJs dropping 
beats over vocalists trying to 
sing, while beatboxers are syn-
thesizing, along with other mu-
sicians playing guitars, flutes, 
harmonicas and banjos. This is 
the type of chaotic, but engag-
ing get-together Perry loves to 
host at his home. As his music 
partner Callum Green would 
say, their jam sessions are like a 
melting pot of variety.

“Triple T Mat,” as Perry is 
sometimes known, created a 
Facebook group to bring togeth-
er beatboxers and freestylers in 
Calgary. He not only promotes 
his own events, he also posts 
videos of other famous beatbox-
ers, as well as his own peers’ 
event appearances. As Perry’s 
Facebook group, “Beatboxers & 
Freestylers of Calgary Alberta 
Canada,” is open to everyone, 
his idea of growing support for 
the beatboxing community has 
spread fast.

For the people who don’t beat-
box or freestyle but are still in-
terested, Perry keeps his group 
open to the public and welcomes 
everyone. The collaborations he 

hosts are open to every person in 
the group including those who’d 
like to just come check it out. 

As Perry stated, beatbox-
ing isn’t as known or popular 
in Calgary as it is in the United 
States; Americans hold annual 
beatboxing conferences. Perry 
was happy to talk about the first 
Canadian beatboxing champion-
ship, which was held in Toronto 
last year. He believes if the group 
stays strong and active, it may 
bring the beatboxing champion-
ship to this side of the country 
and Perry would like to be the 
spokesperson.

Perry’s passion for beatbox-
ing comes from the ability to 
spontaneously lay down a beat. 
“I don’t need any instruments. 
I don’t need to carry anything 
around,” he says. “Someone says 
‘go,’ I go.” 

Perry has been beatboxing for 
over seven years, and it started 
with the inspiration from his idol 
Beardyman. 

“It blew me away how many 
sounds he can make,” said the 
beat enthusiast. 

Perry said beatboxing is raw, 
which gives a lot of sound and 
the best time to beatbox is during 
the most emotional times.

“If something happened and 
you’re feeling really sad or you’re 
really angry and you beatbox 
and you record that stuff, you’ll 
find some of the best beats.”

Along with his friends, Perry 
has performed in local loung-

es and clubs. To accompany 
Perry’s beats, he works along 
with Green, a DJ, who’s been 
producing his own music for 
over three years. Together they 
formed a music partnership and 
call themselves The Clockwork 
Alchemists. Both beatboxers 
and DJs like to stick to them-
selves and do their own thing 
because these two positions are 
known to be a one-person job. 
But Perry says, as a beatboxer, 
working with DJs and MCs 
stunts his abilities as a music 
artist and producer. Together 
as The Clockwork Alchemists, 
Green says they strive to create 
a live performance aspect with 
their collaboration, but don’t 
like labels.

“There’s a lot of beginning 
producers that start out and the 
first question they ask them-
selves is what kind of music am 
I going to produce? What genre 
is going to be me? And I don’t re-
ally like that.”

While busy keeping up with 
the Facebook group and play-
ing shows at clubs and lounges, 
Perry and Green are also cur-
rently working on an upcom-
ing album called Mechanical 
Mixtures to showcase the idea 
that beatboxing and DJing can 
be combined. They are currently 
working on their website and 
they’re aiming to have tracks 
available to download for free 
with the option to donate, along 
with CDs for purchase.

by Kian Sumalpong
The Reflector 

Photo by Riad Kadri

Local beatboxer and DJ The Clockwork Alchemists aim to make their art form more 
prominent in Calgary. 

BEATBOXING

Local beatboxer aims to bring Canadian 
championship to Calgary
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ROLE OF WOMEN  
IN POLICING PRESENTATION

PRÉSENTATION SUR LE RÔLE  
DES FEMMES DANS LA POLICE

This session will provide information for women who are interested in 
learning more about a policing career with the RCMP. Several female 
RCMP officers will share their experiences of working for the RCMP.

Register by calling 1-877-RCMPGRC (726-7472) or email your name and 
phone number to kdiv_recruiting@rcmp-grc.gc.ca 

A CAREER NOWHERE NEAR ORDINARY
UNE CARRIÈRE HORS DE L’ORDINAIRE

Le but de la présentation est d’informer les femmes qui aimeraient
en savoir davantage sur les possibilités de carrière en tant que 
policières au sein de la GRC. Plusieurs policières de la GRC partageront 
leur expérience de travail dans l’organisation.

Téléphonez au : 1-877-RCMPGRC (726-7472) ou envoyer votre nom 
et numéro de téléphone à : kdiv_recruiting@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

March 31, 1 PM TO 3 PM
Roderick Mah Centre, Mount Royal University, Rm EC1040
4825 Royal Gate S.W., Calgary, AB

31 mars, 13 h à 15 h
Roderick Mah Centre, Mount Royal University, salle EC1040
4825 Royal Gate SO, Calgary (AB)

Photo courtesy of The Glenbow Museum

Yousuf Karsh’s ability to capture the essence of his subjects, such as Audrey Hepburn, 
created many iconic images.

Glenbow exhibit showcases Canadian photography legend
Yousuf Karsh’s exhibit will see pieces of his work together for the first time

Beginning April 2, Calgarians 
will have an opportunity to cel-
ebrate the life and work of You-
suf Karsh, one of the greatest 
Canadian portraitists in history, 
at the Glenbow Museum. While 
Karsh exhibitions have been nu-
merous since his death in 2004, 
this one will be special, 
says the curator.

If you’re unfamiliar 
with the name, you’re 
certain to have seen his 
work. One such work 
is a famous portrait of 
Winston Churchill with 
a hand on his hip and a 
scowl on his face, taken 
in 1941. That arresting and icon-
ic photo became the representa-
tive image of the man and Sec-
ond World War-era attitudes. 

“(The exhibition) features 100 
prints from a collection of 200 
that Karsh put aside himself as 
his favourites, developed by him 
personally. This is the first time 
they have all been seen togeth-
er,” says Glenbow curator Col-
leen Sharpe. 

Karsh was born in 1908 in 
Armenia and was raised dur-
ing the horror of the Armenian 
Genocide. After fleeing to safety 
in Syria at 14, he finally arrived 
in Canada in 1925 to live with 
his uncle, an established pho-
tographer living in Quebec. As 
Karsh reminisced in his web-
site’s autobiography, entering 

school in Canada “was for me 
a haven where I found my first 
friends. They not only played 
with me instead of stoning me, 
but allowed me to keep the 
marbles I had won. My formal 
education was over almost be-
fore it began, but the warmth of 
my reception made me love my 
adopted land.”

After training un-
der the patient guid-
ance and criticism of his 
uncle, Karsh continued 
on to apprentice under 
John H. Garo in Boston, 
where he further nur-
tured and expanded his 
remarkable talent for 
portraiture. He opened 

a studio in Ottawa in 1931 and, 
after establishing himself, he 
was granted the honour of pho-
tographing Winston Churchill. 
The rest, as they say, is history.

Over the course of his 93 
years, Karsh staged over 15,000 
sittings and captured the es-
sence of some of the greatest 
and most memorable men and 
women who lived in the 20th 
century. With subjects ranging 
from Audrey Hepburn to Fidel 
Castro, Ernest Hemingway to 
Albert Einstein, Karsh’s work 
has left an indelible imprint on 
our collective image of historic 
icons.

“There is a certain intimacy to 
his work,” says Sharpe. 

 Sharpe has opted to enhance 
that intimacy by including in 

the exhibit Karsh’s personal an-
ecdotes and commentaries on 
individual sittings and subjects, 
which range from wry humour 
to emotive and stirring.Images 
of Karsh’s photography of the 

Calgary Stampede from a 1954 
article in Maclean’s will serve to 
create an even more accessible 
connection between visitors 
and the photographer.

Don’t miss the opportunity 

to see great politicians, actors, 
writers, artists and other people 
of importance from 1936-1990 
visible from the wholly exposi-
tory but undeniably dignified 
lens of Yousuf Karsh.

by Bri Turner
The Reflector

VISUAL ARTS

CHECK OUT 
Yousuf Karsh  

Regarding Heroes 
runs April 2-June 
15 at the Glenbow 

Museum
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 Like you. 
You’ve got a lot on your plate balancing 
education and life. At Athabasca University’s 
Faculty of Business, you can pick up an 
online course that fits your schedule and 
your needs. Our business is helping you 
complete your degree.

Learn more at
www.business.athabascau.ca.

Accountable.

FILM
GLOBE

(617-8th Ave. S.W., 403-262-3308)

March 24 - April 7, 2011

Call for screenings and times.

THE PLAZA

(1133 Kensington Rd. N.W., 283-2222) 

theplaza.ca

March 24 - April 7, 2011

Call for screenings and times.

THE UPTOWN

(612-8 AVE. S.W., 265-0120)

theuptown.com

March 24 - April 7, 2011

Call for screenings and times.

THEATRE
Ghost River Theatre: May 19-28, Reverie. 403-240-
7469. www.ghostrivertheatre.com. Joyce Doolittle 
Theatre, 2140 Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Morpheus Theatre: Mar. 25 – Apr. 9, The Sorcerer. 
403-216-0808. www.morpheustheatre.ca. 
Pumphouse Theatres, 2140 Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Jubilations Dinner Theatre: Until Apr. 17, Tom 
Jones and the Temple of Doom. 403-249-7799. 
www.jubilations.ca. 1002 – 37 St. SW.
Fire Exit Theatre: Apr. 13-16, Duty to Warn. 403-
640-4617. www.fireexit.ca. Engineered Air Theatre, 
Epcor Centre, 205 – 8 Ave. SE.
Ground Zero/Hit & Myth Productions: Until Apr. 
2, A Behanding in Spokane. 403-221-3708. gzt.
com Studio Theatre, Vertigo Theatre Centre, 115 – 9 
Ave. SE.
Alberta Theatre Projects: Mar. 29 – Apr. 16, The 
Erotic Anguish of Don Juan by the Old Trout 
Puppet Workshop; Apr. 26 – May 15, Cracked 
featuring Mump and Smoot. 403-294-7402. www.
atplive.com. Martha Cohen Theatre, Epcor Centre, 
205 – 8 Ave. SE.
Vertigo Mystery Theatre: Until Apr. 3, And Then 
There Were None; Apr. 30 – May 29, Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde. 403-221-3708. www.vertigotheatre.com. 
Vertigo Theatre Centre, 115 – 9 Ave. SE. 
Theatre Calgary: Until Apr. 10, Much Ado About 

Nothing; Apr. 26 – May 21, Mom’s the Word. 403-
294-7440. www.theatrecalgary.com. Max Bell 
Theatre, Epcor Centre, 205 – 8 Ave. SE.
Lunchbox Theatre: Until March 26, Wanda’s 
Visit; Apr. 4-23, Tuesdays and Sundays; May 2-21, 
Shopaholic Husband; June 1-4, Emerging Director 
Presentation. 403-265-4292. www.lunchboxtheatre.
com. Lunchbox Theatre, 115 – 9 Ave. SE.
Pegasus Performances:  Apr. 15, April Showers 
Bring More Murders. 403-246-4811. www.greatfun.
ca. Deane House, 806 - 9 Ave. SE.
Mob Hit Productions: June 9-11 and 14-18, Queen 
Anne’s Revenge: The Rise & Fall of Blackbeard 
the Pirate. www.thisisamobhit.com. Arrata Opera 
Centre, 1315 – 7 St. SW.
Rogues Theatre: Apr. 27 – May 7, Collected Stories 
@ Motel, Epcor Centre for the Performing Arts, 205 
– 8 Ave. SE. 403-263-0079. www.roguestheatre.com. 
Pumphouse Theatres, 2140 Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Front Row Centre Players: May 20 – June 4, 
Brigadoon. 403-263-0079. frontrowcentre.ca 
Pumphouse Theatres, 2140 Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Sage Theatre: Until March 26, Girl in the Goldfish 
Bowl; June 10-12, IGNITE!: Showcase of emerging 
artists. 403-263-0079. www.sagetheatre.com. 
Pumphouse Theatres, 2140 Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Stage West: Until Apr. 10, Move Over Mrs. 
Markham; Apr. 14 – June 19, All Shook Up; June 
23 – Aug. 28, Don’t Hug Me. 403-243-6642. www.
stagewestcalgary.com.  Stage West Theatre 
Restaurant, 727 – 42 Ave. SE.
Loose Moose Theatre Company: Fridays & 
Saturdays, Theatresports, Micetro Impro, Gorilla 
Theatre, and More or Less. 403-265-5682. www.
loosemoose.com. Crossroads Market, 1235 – 26 
Ave. SE.
Downstage: Mar. 31 – Apr. 9, And So it Goes @ 
Motel, Epcor Centre for the Performing Arts, 205 – 8 
Ave. SE. 403-294-7459. Downstage.ca. 
Theatre Junction: Apr. 6-9, L’effet de Serge. 403-
205-2922. www.theatrejunction.com. The Grand, 
608 – 1 St. SW. 
Urban Curvz Theatre: Apr. 28 – May 7, It Is Solved 
by Walking. urbancurvz.com. Pumphouse Theatres, 

2140 Pumphouse Ave. SW.
Centre Stage Theatre: Apr. 30 – June 4, Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory @ Stage West. 403-208-6736. 
www.centre-stage.ca. Various Locations.
The Shakespeare Company: Apr. 13-23, Richard 
III; June 8-18, The Queens. 403-852-2273. www.
shakespearecompany.com. Vertigo Studio Theatre, 
115 – 9 Ave. SE.

VOLUNTEERS
BRING JOY TO THE CHILDREN! Looking for group 
volunteer opportunities? Join the Ambassador 
Crew at the CICF. Check out www.calgarychildfest.
org for more information
DO STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD? Have 
experience in marketing or communications? In 
Business or School? The Cerebral Palsy Association 

needs volunteers who will help them stand out? 
Call Marci for more details 403-219-3610
DO YOU HAVE A PASSION TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE? Elizabeth Fry Society is looking for 
new Board Members. Contact Ilana Sahm  Phone: 
403-297-6043 Email: volunteer@elizabethfry.ab.ca
Enthusiastic Sales/Cold Callers needed for Heart 
and Stroke Big Bike Event. Call 403-781-1938/email 
volunteer@hsf.ab.ca for more info.
THINK SPRING! The Garden Path Society 
of Calgary seeks volunteer Secretary on the 
Board of Directors. Contact Lori at board@
calgarygardenpath.ca
ACES AND EIGHTS! Wanted Casino Volunteers all 
shifts for the Canadian Mental Health Association. 
Call Wendy Cundall, 403-297-1712 to inquire.
CHILDS PLAY? Immigrant Services Calgary 
needs your help with 2 different programs! 
Please call Grisel Flores 403-538-8355 griself@
immigrantservicescalgary.ca
RED MEANS STOP, GREEN MEANS GO Do you 
have experience with traffic issues and/or working 

with City admin? Volunteer with Signal Hill Comm. 
Assoc. nimish.rathod@gmail.com
BUILD SOMEONES FUTURE Keep the Habitat for 
Humanity spirit alive and join our amazing team 
of volunteers. No skills required.  volunteers@
habitatcalgary.ca
REACH OUT AND CONNECT We are recruiting 
Crisis Line Volunteers! Visit www.distresscentre.
com for more information on the Winter 2011 
training groups.
LIGHTS CAMERA ACTION! Videographer needed 
for the 20th anniversary of the Enerflex MS Walk 
on Sun. June 5.  Contact Marie 403-250-7090 MS 
Society.
DISCOVER YOUR INNER SPIELBURG 
Videographer needed for the 16th anniversary of 
the RONA MS Bike Tour June 11 and/or June 12.  
Contact Marie 403-250-7090 MS Society.
BIKE ENTHUSIASTS NEEDED Fight cancer this 
June at the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. Visit 
www.conquercancer.ca or contact Lisa at lthen@
endcancer.ca

THE LISTINGS PAGE

RECREATION
NEWS

403.440.6517 
mtroyal.ca/recreation

Bring your campus card
to get into Recreation!

All credit students must 
validate their membership 

each semester.

All members must bring 
their Campus Card to enter 

the Recreation Centre.

Afghanistan: 
A Glimpse of War
Date:
Sunday 6 March - The 
Founders’ Gallery, The Military 
Museums, Calgary

Public Opening; FREE 
Admission
A new exhibition; Afghanistan: 
A Glimpse of War, moves 
beyond the headlines to 
show compelling photos, 
video footage and first-
hand accounts of Canada’s 
participation in the war in 
Afghanistan. The exhibition is 
on loan from the Canadian War 
Museum.

Located at:
The Military Museums,
4520 Crowchild Trail SW
Calgary Alberta Canada
T2T 5J4
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114: The 
collectve 

goals for/goals against 
differential of the 
Colorado Avalanche 
and Edmonton Oilers 
so far this season.  The 
Avalanche and Oilers 
have surrendered 52 
and 62 more goals 
respectively than they 
have scored.

11:  Job 
postings 

for ACAC coaches as of 
March 20,  according 
to the league’s website.

140:  Goals 
scored 

in 11 games by the 
Calgary Roughnecks 
this season.  The ‘Necks 
sit first in the west 
division with an 8-3 
record.
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The Mount Royal University Cougars women’s volleyball team celebrates its first-ever CCAA national volleyball championship 
March 12 in Saint John, New Brusnwick.  The Cougars defeated Vancouver Island University three games to two in the title 
contest.

Volleyball women make history
Cougars claim first-ever national championship

The Mount Royal Cou-
gars women’s volleyball 
team has made history.

The Cougars captured 
their first-ever CCAA na-
tional volleyball champi-
onship in New Brunswick 
March 12, defeating the 
Vancouver Island Uni-
versity Mariners three 
games to two. Scores 
were 23-25, 25-20, 16-
25, 26-24 and 15-11.

The national title 
wrapped up an incred-
ible campaign for the 
Cougars, who finished 
the regular season with 
a 19-1 record and then 
defeated Grande Prairie 
3-2 to capture the 13th 
provincial title in team 
history.

Four players — Ju-
lia Pasieka, Andrea 
Price, Mackenzie Allen 
and Brenna Estabrook 
— were named to the 
ACAC’s provincial all-
conference team. Price 
was also one of ten play-
ers named as all-Canadi-
ans.

For Cougars’ head 
coach Sandra Lamb, the 
moment of victory was 
one she will never forget.

“At the exact moment, 
I was absolutely speech-
less. I think I still am in 
some ways,” Lamb said.

“I am so proud of 
the resiliency the girls 
showed. The way they 
showed confidence and 
came back against VIU 
still puts me in awe.”

Going into nationals, 
the Cougars were ranked 
third in the country, be-
hind two-time defending 
champions UBC Okana-
gan and FX Garneau. VIU 
was seeded fourth.

But in a one-game 
playoff, rankings mean 
virtually nothing, as UBC 
Okanagan discovered af-
ter being ousted in the 
semi-finals and then los-
ing to FX Garneau in the 
bronze medal tilt.

“The rankings are what 
they are. We never really 
worried about them. B.C. 
was the two-time defend-
ing champion, so they 
deserved to be ranked 
first,” Lamb said.

“This was about win-
ning a national champi-
onship. This was the vi-
sion at the beginning of 
the season, to do every-
thing we could do to win 
a national championship 
and make this a very spe-

cial year.”
In a season packed full 

of moments and memo-
ries, of the proverbial 
blood, sweat and tears, 
picking a single event to 
share might be difficult 
for some. For Lamb, how-
ever, a hug shared just 
minutes after the final 
point was scored truly 
stands out.

“When it happened, 
people were running 
around, yelling and cel-
ebrating. I was jumping 
around with them, just 
totally excited. Then I 
searched for Diyon (Van 
Nistelrooy) and we just 
hugged for a solid min-
ute. Neither of us could 
say anything. We tried, 
but nothing would come 
out,” Lamb said.

“Just being there and 
feeling that moment was 
amazing.”

After the gold medal 
contest concluded and 
celebration died down, 
the Cougars finally had 
a few moments to them-
selves and headed back 
to their hotel around 
11 p.m. local time. The 
night would be short, 
however, as the team was 
on a bus to the Moncton 
airport at 2:30 a.m. for 

the flight home.
The Cougars began the 

regular season with 18 
consecutive wins, before 
finally dropping their 
first match of the year, 
a 3-1 setback to Grande 
Prairie. Instead of feeling 
sorry for themselves, the 
team used the loss as a 
learning experience. De-
spite their stellar record, 
the Cougars realized 
there was still much work 
to be done.

“There’s no doubt we 
felt that loss, but it was 
more about how we re-
sponded to it. After it 
happened, we addressed 
it, talked about what we 
wanted to work on, and 
then didn’t talk about it 
again,” Lamb said.

Instead, the Cougars 
stuck with their plan, and 
didn’t lose another match 
the rest of the season, in-
cluding playoffs. Lamb 
said the reason for this 
was two-fold. First, she 
identified how the team 
grew as individuals and 
as a team. She said a few 
players really had to look 
deep within themselves 
and make positive chang-
es in their lives.

Second was intangible, 
something few people 

could have predicted. 
This, quite simply, was a 
special team. The level 
of skill and determina-
tion, combined with the 
team’s personality and 
leadership, made them 
a force to be reckoned 
with.

“Without any question, 
this was a special group 
of players. To go out and 
battle for five games in 
both the semifinals and 
final, against two very 
good teams, was awe-
some,” said Lamb.

Now the preparations 
begin for their first na-
tional title defense. The 
Cougars will go into next 
season ranked first in the 
country, and they know 
the bull’s-eye will be 
squarely on them. Come 
September, a familiar vi-
sion will be shared with 
the team, one they will 
commonly share.

“In September, every-
one has the same 0-0 
records. If we want to 
go out and defend our 
national championship, 
we’re going to have to 
go out and do the same 
things we did this year,” 
said Lamb.

“We know what we 
need to do.”

by Blaine Meller
Sports Editor 

NATIONAL TREASURE
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Cougars look to improve on bronze
Women’s basketball team motivated to win next season

There’s an old saying in the 
world of sports: sometimes you 
learn more from a loss than you 
do a win.

Coming off a close 55-
52 loss to MacEwan in the 
ACAC semifinals, the Cougars 
women’s basketball team had 
two choices: they could feel 
sorry for themselves or focus on 
their bronze medal clash with 
cross-town rivals SAIT.

They chose the latter.
The Cougars knocked off 

SAIT 69-65 to capture the 
bronze medal and defeat the 
Trojans for the first time this 
season. SAIT had captured both 
regular season contests against 
Mount Royal.

Cougars’ head coach Joe 
Enevoldson was proud of how 
his team responded after the 
MacEwan loss.

“I’m not going to lie. Walking 
into our dressing room after 
the MacEwan game was tough, 
especially with how close we 
were,” said Enevoldson.

“We let the girls speak a little 
bit, and they really did keep 
their heads up. They went out 
and battled SAIT when it would 
have been very easy for them 

not too.”
The Cougars had two 

motivating factors against SAIT. 
The team openly talked about 
one, that being the chance to 
knock off their rivals for the first 
time this season, and to do it on 
SAIT’s home court.

The other reason was not 
openly discussed, although it 
was in the back of their minds. 
The bronze medal contest 
was forward Jamie Morck’s 
last game with the Cougars, 
something her teammates were 
aware of. Morck graduates at 
the end of this semester.

“It’s not something we really 
talked about, but it was in the 
back of our minds. It was in 
the back of mine for sure,” said 
third-year guard Emily Larson.

“After the game, I ran to 
Jamie to give her a hug. She 
played the game of her life.”

Larson echoed her coach’s 
thoughts, saying the loss 
to MacEwan was tough to 
get over. At the same time, 
however, the players realized 
they still had an opportunity to 
finish with a medal.

Larson said winning bronze 
will only fuel the team’s desire to 
capture ACAC gold next season.

“Now that we have that taste, 
it’s going to fuel our drive just 

that much more. I know for 
myself, I want it so bad, to win 
an ACAC championship and go 
to nationals,” she said.

After leading by only a single 
point at halftime, the Cougars 
outscored SAIT 44-41 in an 
equally tight second half to 
secure the win and the bronze 
medal. Morck lead all scorers 
with 27 points, while Larson 
contributed 13. Also scoring 
for Mount Royal were Celeste 
Clarke (11 points), Carrie 
Pickering (7), Kari Youmans (6) 
and Danica Rybachuk (5).

“We all wanted to end the 
season on a strong note,” said 
Morck. “It was important that 
we all went out and played that 
game as hard as we could.”

Morck said that this past 
season with the Cougars 
helped her rediscover her love 
of basketball, something that 
had been tested after a bad 
experience playing for the 
University of Calgary.

“I grew a lot as a person this 
season, and I met a lot of great 
people,” she said.

Morck admitted that while 
she’s “not really sad” that her 
career at Mount Royal is over, 
she doesn’t think it’s fully hit 
her yet either.

“It’s been fun.”

by Blaine Meller
Sports Editor 

GOLD STILL THE GOAL
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Jamie Morck won a bronze medal in her final game with 
Mount Royal.  She is now looking at playing opportunities in 
Germany and Greece.

Annual
Spring
Sale
starts
March 29

fIT TO BE TIED

Men’s hockey ties series with SAIT

Despite repeated trips to the penalty box, the 
Cougars men’s hockey team captured the second 
game of their ACAC championship series with 
SAIT, winning the contest 4-2.  

The Cougars lost game one of the series 5-2.
Mount Royal was assessed five consecutive     

minor penalties in that period, including an over-
lapping pair which gave the visiting Trojans a two-
man advantag for 1:51.

The Cougars successfully killed off all five       pen-
alties and came out of the period with a 3-2 lead.

Barry Horman lead the way for Mount Royal 
with a natural hat trick, scoring three stright goals 
in the second period. 

The best of five series is now knotted at one 
game apiece going into action this weekend.  
Game three of the series goes March 25, 7 p.m. 
at SAIT. Game four will be at Flames Community 
Arenas the following night, March 26, with puck 
drop at 5:30 p.m. 

The fifth and final game will go Sunday, 6 p.m. 
at SAIT if needed.

by Blaine Meller
Sports Editor

Series heats up after bad-weather delay
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Brianna Fehr
Setter

Castell Van Paridon
Right side

Katrina Bokenfohr
Left side

Megan MacLean
Left side

Rob Ellis
Assistant coach

Steve Hart
Assistant coach

Charlotte Van Audenrode
Athletic therapist

Mackenzie Allen
Setter

Shawn Rudland
Left side

Katie Benoit
Left side

Julie Deveson
Libero

Fallon Middlemiss
Right side

Paige Dean
Left side

Lindsay Kist
Middle

Sandra Lamb
Head coach

Calvin Aubin
Assistant coach

Diyon Van Nistelrooy
Middle

Breanna Estabrook
Left side

Andrea Price
Left side

Julia Pasieka
Left side

GOLDEN GIRLS 

Meet your national champs

October 29
MRU 3 Medicine Hat 0
October 30
MRU 3 Medicine Hat 0
November 12
MRU 3 Keyano 2
November 13
MRU 3 Keyano 0
November 19
MRU 3 Lethbridge 0
November 20
MRU 3 Lethbridge 0

November 26
MRU 3 Briercrest 0
November 27
MRU 3 Briercrest 0
December 3
MRU 3 King’s 1
December 4
MRU 3 King’s 0
January 7
MRU 3 Augustana 0
January 21
MRU 3 MacEwan 0
January 22
MRU 3 MacEwan 0

January 28
MRU 3 SAIT 0
January 29
MRU 3 SAIT 1
February 4
MRU 3 Red Deer 0
February 5
MRU 3 Red Deer 1
February 11
MRU 3 Grande Prairie 1
February 12
Grande Prairie 3 MRU 1
February 15
MRU 3 Augustana 0

February 25
MRU 3 NAIT 0
February 26
MRU 3 Red Deer 1
February 27
MRU 3 Grande Prairie 2
March 10
MRU 3 Humber College 1
March 11
MRU 3 Xavier Garneau 2
March 12
MRU 3 Vancouver Island 2

The Cougars’ road to championship glory

Photo courtesy of Cougar Athletics
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15 Alberta institutions
600 online courses
60+ online programs
1 location

Online learning is flexible and enables you to work on your courses 
at times that are convenient for you.

Areas of study include:

    Accounting
    Business
    Early childhood care and education
    Geographic information systems
    Health care

And much more …

Upgrade in your downtime

 

     Human resources
     Marketing
     Nursing
     Office administration
     Renewable energy and conservation

Register now. Many courses have ongoing intakes.

Where life and learning click™

Women’s hockey comes up short
Cougars vanquished by SAIT in pursuit of hockey crown

Hindsight shows us that every 
cloud has a silver lining.

But when gold is the goal, 
not even the shine of silver can 
mask disappointment. Just ask 
the Cougars women’s hockey 
team.

Coming off a regular season 
in which the team only lost 
a single game in 24 contests, 
the Cougars were favoured by 
many to capture their second 
consecutive ACAC title and fifth 
overall. 

The team they were facing, 
cross-town rivals SAIT, had 
different ideas and in the end 
the upstart Trojans captured 
the best-of-five series in three 
straight games. Scores were 
4-2, 5-4 in overtime and 4-0.

The Cougars had several  
opportunities during the final 
game of the series, especially 
during the second period when 
they outshot SAIT 17-5, but just 
could not find the back of the 
net.

Mount Royal head coach 
Scott Rivett said numerous 
factors contributed to SAIT 
capturing the series.

“I think overall we played 
well, but you look at a few 
bounces that didn’t go our way, 

and we turned pucks over to 
players that we just couldn’t 
afford to,” Rivett said.

The Cougars finished the 
regular season with a record of 
21-1-2. They scored the most 
goals for (96), allowed the 
fewest against (34) and had the 
league’s top-ranked powerplay 
and second-best penalty kill. 
Additionally, the Cougars had 
six players in the top-10 in 
league scoring.

After a hard-fought win over 
MacEwan in the semifinals, the 
Cougars faced SAIT, a squad 
Mount Royal went undefeated 
against during the regular 
season. Three of their games 
were decided by two goals or 
less, and two went to overtime, 
something not lost on Rivett.

“People look at our record 
during the regular season and 
say we dominated everybody, 
but if you look closer, most 
of our games this year were 
close. We played in some tight, 
competitive hockey games.”

“A lot of our games were 
close, one or two goals. We 
were getting bounces during 
the season that were not going 
our way in the final,” he said.

In the deciding game, SAIT 
held intermission leads of 2-0 
and 3-0. Going into the final 
frame, Rivett said his team still 

believed they could mount a 
comeback and push the series 
to a fourth game.

“We gave the players some 
time to share their thoughts 
and really step up to the plate. 
There wasn’t a lot of talk from 
the coaching staff, because we 
knew the girls were talking 
amongst themselves,” he said.

After the final buzzer 
sounded, the disappointment 
on the players’ faces was 
evident. At least two players, 
Megan Price and Chelsey 
Morrill, are graduating and 
will not be with the team next 
season.

For those players who are 
rejoining the squad, and those 
who will be making their 
Cougars debuts, the end to this 
season will hopefully serve as a 
reminder of what the end goal 
is, Rivett said.

“I’m sure we’ll talk about the 
experience and try and learn 
from it. Every year is a new 
start, but you always have to be 
ready to push yourself to reach 
your goals. Ours will be to win 
an ACAC championship,” he 
said. 

“I do think we’ll use it as 
motivation.”

Rivett already has a solid 
jump on preparations for 
the 2011-12 season. He said 

recruiting for next season 
is done, a feat he has never 
finished this early. Despite that, 
it’s too early to say exactly what 
next year’s squad will look like.

“It’s sort of like a moving 
target. You have an idea of what 
you want it to be, but never 
really know what things are 
going to look like until you’re 
actually there,” Rivett said. 

One of the things Rivett will 
remember most from this past 

season is how close the team 
became, and the bond that 
grew between the players.

“I think when I look back and 
reflect on this season, that will 
be the first thing I remember. 
It won’t be the wins or losses,” 
Rivett said.

“I think that was maybe the 
best group of girls I’ve been 
associated with.  I am very 
proud to have been associated 
with them.”

by Blaine Meller
Sports Editor 

Photo by Blaine Meller

Kaitlyn Burke can’t hide her disappointment during the final 
moments of the Cougars’ 4-0 loss to SAIT March 18.

SILVER LINING


